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Principal’s Message
Welcome to Term 2
I trust that all students and staff enjoyed
a restful break. As we commence Term
2, our enrolment numbers continue
to rise with a student population now
standing at 429. Interest in MAC and
subsequently our enrolment enquiries
remain very strong. At this stage, I am
expecting MAC to be at capacity
next year with a student enrolment
at approximately 500 students. This is
very pleasing, as our staff have been
working exceptionally hard to make
MAC the first school of choice for local
families.

Noah Yan (L) and Jonathon Newmarch (R)

Staffing

This term we welcome back Ms
Sheridan who has returned from
personal leave. We also welcome
the following new staff: Jonathan
Newmarch (English and Humanities
Teacher) and Noah Yan, who will work
three days per week to support both
our International students and our
Chinese language students.

Congratulations!

Those who are wondering if Ms
O’Halloran has had her baby. Well,
yes is the answer. I am very happy to
report the safe arrival of baby George
Jimmy O’Halloran. Mum and bub are
doing well.
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School Review

Prior to and over the holidays, pre
self-evaluation work was completed
as part of our school review. As I
mentioned in the end of February
edition of MAC news, this year we
have our school review. Robert Miller
from Ed Solutions (School Reviewer)
will work with our challenge partners
and assist the MAC leadership team to
review the progress of our school. Our
challenge partners include:
• Allana Bryant
Senior Education Improvement Leader
• Richard Frazer,
School Council President
• Stephen Warner,
Principal, Manor Lakes P-12
• Andrew Harnett,
Principal, Bayside P-12
• Prof. Andrea Chester,
Dean, School of Education
Deputy Pro Vice Chancellor,
Learning and Teaching
The review team will spend three days
at MAC: Validation Day, Fieldwork
and Panel. The fieldwork day take
place on Monday 7 May. Various
forums for students, staff and parents
will be facilitated on this day. Parents
will have the opportunity to provide
specific feedback during the parent
forum, which will be included as part
of the MAC PFA meeting. I encourage
you to attend this meeting. MAC PFA
meet from 6.00 pm to 7.00 pm on
the first Monday during school terms
throughout the year. Student and staff
forums will take place during school
hours.

Annual Report

A copy of our 2017 Annual Report
can be found on our school website,
under the School Council tab
(mountalexandercollege.vic.edu.

Events
General Office News
Ella’s Catering
Second-hand Uniform
Spirit of Tasi Excursion
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au/about-mac/school-council/).
You can also find attached copies
of our Strategic Plan and Annual
Implementation Plan (AIP). As part
of our AIP this term, we will be using
Professional Learning to increase
our focus on the importance of
using effective feedback to improve
learning outcomes. Research by
Jon Hattie and others states that
specific and effective feedback
can significantly improve learning
outcomes for students. As such, we
will target this learning tool and use
strategies to use feedback more
effectively.

Entrepreneurial skills

Research suggests that the skills student
require for success are creativity,
critical thinking, collaboration and
entrepreneurial skills. Last term we
had student entrepreneurial ventures
such as ‘Ella’s catering’ and ‘Chop
it like it’s hot!’. I am expecting further
embedding of entrepreneurial skills
at MAC. We have plans to purchase
a coffee cart, thanks to the financial
support from our PFA. Students will
have training on how to use this coffee
cart so that they can run their own
coffee business.

Anzac
Commemoration
&
Adventure Playground opening

Last Tuesday, we remembered our
Anzacs during our annual student-led
Anzac commemoration. Uncle Perry,
a local aboriginal elder, conducted
the Welcome to Country. Flemington
Primary, Ascot Vale Primary, Debney
Meadows Primary joined our student
leaders and participated in this special
event. Following the commemoration,
we had the official opening of our
Environmental Adventure Playground
with a traditional smoking ceremony
by Uncle Perry.

Thanks from the Arts 		
Volleyball
Poseidon News
Community News & Ads
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Events
Cross Country
Tuesday 1 May
MAC Parents &
Friends Meeting
Monday 7 May

Monthly Community
Meeting
Tuesday 8 May
VCE Music & Drama
Performance Night
Wednesday 16 May
MAC Parents &
Friends Meeting
Monday 4 June
Monthly Community
Meeting
Tuesday 5 June
Queens Birthday
Holiday
Monday 11 June
Work Experience
25-29 June
Gold Coast Trip
27-29 June
End of Term
Friday 29 June

Please check the Events page
on the website for more dates

Principal’s message continued...
Camps

Anglesea
In the first week of term, Above Entry
students in Years 8 and 9 enjoyed an
adventure camp at Anglesea. They spent
three days surfing, mountain bike riding,
canoeing, bushwalking and fishing. Thanks
to Ms Runci, Ms Stephens, Mr Dal Forno, Mr
Ghobrial, Ms Seed, Mr McVeigh, Mr Stewart
and Mr Cribbes for supporting our students
and spending time away from their family.
Gold Coast Tour
I am pleased to announce that the Year
10, 11 and 12 Gold Coast Tour is going
ahead at the end of this term. Final
payments are due by 21 May, and you
can pay instalments prior to that. Deposits
are now non-refundable.

Extra help is available for students

a member of the Future Schools Alliance
(FSA).
The FSA is a group of like-minded member
schools,
committed
to
significantly
improving the lives of young people
around the world by transforming an
outdated education system.
Based on proven methodologies and
supported by the latest research, the
FSA provides guidance and professional
support to school leadership teams on
the specifics of HOW to transform existing
well-functioning schools into unique,
future focused learning communities.
The collaborative process is guided by
current and former principals, themselves
experienced in the implementation of
successful innovation in schools, with the
aim of genuinely equipping all students for
times of exponential change.

A reminder that the Homework Club
operates every Tuesday afternoon 3.304.30 pm in the Resource Centre. This is
a great opportunity for students to get
extra assistance with their studies. School
Captain Henry Frazer is on hand to assist
junior students each week with their
studies. I encourage students to consider
this opportunity.

Wayne Haworth
Principal

Japanese students coming to MAC

Students from Chikushi High School will be
coming to MAC towards the end of July
and early August. The students will be in
Melbourne for eight days. We are looking
for host families to provide a homestay
for these students. Host families receive a
payment of $325 per person for the eight
days. If you are interested in hosting a
student or two, please contact the school
office via email: mount.alexander.712@
edumail.vic.gov.au

Congratulations

Jordan, one of our Entry students, was
presented with an award recently for
being a Triple Zero Heroes. She received
a certificate, a medal and a teddy from
Shayne Crawford and from Luke, the Triple
Zero operator who took her call.
Well done Jordan, we are proud of you!

Pictures
clockwise
from above: Jordan
withher award; Shayne
Crawford and Jordan;
Luke and Jordan

A Generous Donation

Fencing Supplies Australia (owned by one
of our parents) donated and supplied two
permanent cricket wickets for our new
cricket nets. Thank you for the generous
donation. I am sure that the budding
cricketers in our student group will be very
excited to have these.

Future Schools Alliance

It is my pleasure to announce that Mount
Alexander College has recently become
email: mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
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N ews f r om t h e G e n e r a l O ffi c e
Sc h o o l Co u n c i l
School Council will now be on a Tuesday night with the exception of the 23 May. The dates for the rest of the year are:
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

1 May
Wednesday 23 May (School Council Training)
26 June
24 July
28 August
23 October
27 November
11 December

S ub- Co m m i t t e e s
Would you like contribute to the school’s decision making?
We have some vacancies for the school parents to join any of the School Counciul sub-committees. The current subcommittees are: Facilities, Education and Finance.
The meetings run from 6.00-7.00 pm prior to the School Council meeting (see the above dates).
We are keen to hear from parents who are interested in joining the Education and Facilities sub-committees in particular.
Please email or call the school to let us know if you have the time to do this.

Ente r t a i n me n t B o o k
We are raising funds for the school and you can help. Order the NEW
2018 | 2019 Entertainment Book or Entertainment Digital Membership
and you will receive hundreds of valuable offers for everything you love
to do, and you will also be supporting Mount Alexander College. PLUS,
order now to receive over $100 of bonus Early Bird Offers (hurry, these
sell out quickly).
Early bird offers finish on 1 June 2018.
Anyone can purchase the Entertainment Books to help us raise funds for
the books, so please do spread the word to your friends and family, and
make sure they nominate our school for as the fundraising recipient.
Purchase your book now
http://www.entbook.com.au/1m95928

S p o r t s fo r S c h o o l s
Keep bringing your vouchers in! Thanks to all who have brought them in. We have received many
vouchers so far. We are already dreaming about the wonderful sports equipment that we will be
purchasing with them!
You have until 11 May to bring any remaining vouchers in to the General Office or Heads of House.

email: mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au

phone: 9376 1622

page 3

empowering students

April 2018

Respect

Ella’s Catering
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Ella is using her joy of cooking to grow her own business, ‘Ella’s Catering’. Ella
catered the International Students Tea on Friday and has already booked
in five events for May. Ella budgets, plans and hires students for all of her
events. I could not be more proud of her hustle and hard work. Girls with
dreams become empowered women with vision. This is a girl to watch out
for!
Ms Klassen

Second-Hand Uniform Shop
We have started a small uniform shop, which will be held at the school
every Wednesday morning commencing Wednesday 2 May.
Where: Room G020
When: Every Wednesday morning before school, from 8 - 8.45am
What: An assortment of second-hand uniform items, in a range of
sizes - dresses, skirts, pants, jumpers, jackets, etc. All are in good
condition.
How much: $5 - $45, depending on the item.
Payment: Cash only. No credit cards, no layby available.
Queries: mac.parents.friends@gmail.com
Donating to the shop: If you have uniform items that you have
outgrown or no longer need, please feel free to donate these to us
during the Uniform Shop's operating hours.
Profits from the Uniform Shop will be used to fund PFA activities.

Spirit of Tasmania Excursion
MAC students were given the unique
opportunity to conduct a tour on the
Spirit of Tasmania. The excursion was
under the overall theme of STEM skills
in the workplace. The first part involved
a tour of the bridge by the captain. It
was highly interesting to learn about
the various tasks and tools the captain
uses to conduct his job. Afterwards, the
chief engineer showed the students
the engine room and the control room.
While this was an interesting learning
experience about engineering, students
also learnt about the rotating roster and
how this impacts life. The last part of the
excursion involved a presentation by the
business manager who outlined how
her mathematics degree enables her
to successfully conduct her role, which
involves various tasks (e.g., forecasting
passengers per trip). We would like to
thank the Spirit of Tasmania and The
Huddle for creating such a special
learning opportunity for the students at
MAC.
email: mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Thank you!
The MAC Art Faculty wishes to extend a big thank you to the Flemington Community Centre for their very generous
donation of two pottery wheels to our Ceramics Program. Students and a few staff as well, are delighted to be able to
extend their skills in this new area. Stay tuned for open studios and tutorials coming up in Term 3!
Marie Matzig, Art Teacher

Volleyball
The Years 7 and 8 boys of Mount Alexander College played Sirius
College on Wednesday 28 March. The MAC team started with a
great first set winning 20-15. The second set went to Sirius 20-13.
At one set a piece the final tiebreaking set was intense and very close.
Sirius had MAC hanging by the thread with a few match points. With
the game set to be over for MAC, Ibrahim on a last resort kicked the
ball over the net, which kept MAC in the game for a few more points.
But sadly Sirius took the deciding set 15-11 and advance to the finals.
Riley Walsh

Poseidon News

Community,

Engagement,

Excellence,

Integrity

and

Respect

empowering students

The commencement of Term 2 sees us all returning from a
well deserved break. Everyone is energised and ready to
build on our achievements from last term.
Poseidon House had some 'happy campers' following the
Above Entry camp at Anglesea. Poseidon's senior students
are now looking forward to the upcoming Gold Coast
camp.

MyRoom in addition to raising money for a family in need
in Nepal.
Mount Alexander College's House Cross Country is fast
approaching. We are all looking forward to the friendly
competition that will no doubt be evident between
Poseidon, Apollo, Artemis and Athena - may the best team
win!

Fundraising has been a great focus for Poseidon and this
term is no different! Our students will be raising money
through cooking staff lunches to raise money for our charity,
email: mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Community News
Cyberparent App
Australian Multicultural Foundation (AMF)
The Australian Multicultural Foundation has
launched a web app called CyberParent which
encourages safe and healthy internet use in
Australian homes.
Created with development partner Liberate
eLearning, CyberParent equips parents with the
knowledge and confidence to identify early
warning signs and seek appropriate support
from Australian service providers.
CyberParent covers topical issues such as:
•
Internet terms and definitions
•
Information about social media and
descriptions of popular apps
•
Information about different dangers for
young people online e.g. cyberbullying,
online gaming and grooming/recruitment
•
Practical tips on healthy and safe internet
use
•
Where you can go for help.
CyberParent can be accessed by all devices

that have an internet connection, however, it is
optimised for tablets and smartphones.
CyberParent is available in a total of 17 different
languages, including: English, Arabic, Chinese, Dari,
Dinka, Farsi, German, Greek, Hindi, Indonesian,
Italian, Pashto, Spanish, Somali, Turkish, Urdu and
Vietnamese.
The AMF has also developed an accompanying
guide to help new users download and navigate
CyberParent. The document also provides trainers
and facilitators with a plan, tools and some tips
on running a training session about CyberParent.
The Guideline is available in 7 languages: English,
Arabic, Chinese, Dari, Somali, Turkish and Urdu and
can be accessed here.
Please note that CyberParent does not collect any
identifying information about users.
CyberParent is available to download from the
iTunes App Store or by typing http://amf.net.au/
cyberparent into your browser.

Last Days
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Support Mount Alexander College and
you will be rewarded!
We are raising funds for our school and you can help. Order the NEW 2018 | 2019
Entertainment Book or Entertainment Digital Membership and you will receive hundreds
of valuable offers for everything you love to do, and you will also be supporting Mount
Alexander College. PLUS, order now to receive over $100 of bonus Early Bird Offers (hurry,
these sell out quickly). Early bird offers finish on 1 June 2018.

SUPPORT US NOW

Community,

"The Entertainment Book is great value for such a low price. There are a lot of
savings I get back instantly. It more than outweighs the original price. There is
something for everyone casual, fine dining, adventure and family. I couldn't live
without it.” – Susan L

Mount Alexander College
(03) 9376 2527
mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
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