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Principal’s report
this data as a school to help gauge
the work of our programs in assisting to
improve their learning outcomes.

I recently attended the Australian
Education Awards in Sydney. There
were 500 Principals and Education
leaders attending this prestigious
event. I was extremely humbled
to be nominated as a finalist for a
Principal Award. Although I did not
receive the award, this was great
recognition of the work that has
occurred at our school in recent years.
Our achievements at MAC, are a
direct result of our wonderful team of
teachers and support staff.
Semester 1 Awards
Recently, we held an assembly
to recognise student awards for
Semester 1. The awards recognised
academic excellence and academic
endeavour.
Congratulations
to
all award recipients. At MAC, we
encourage all students to be the best
that they can be.

Staffing
Our piano and keyboard instrumental
music teacher Daniel Tusjak will be
leaving MAC next week due to other
work commitments. We are currently
advertising this position and hope to fill
it as soon as possible. I have already
commenced the process of recruiting
staff for 2019. I am excited to announce
that Narelle Pritchard, currently at
Traralgon Secondary College, has
been provisionally appointed to
the Learning Specialist – Numeracy
Leader position. Richard Van Rooyen,
currently at Glenroy Secondary
College, has been provisionally
appointed to the Learning Specialist
– Pedagogy Leader position. They will
both commence at the start of 2019.
Japanese Students

staff for welcoming our guests. A big
thank you to our host families for their
support of our program. A special
thanks to Ms Li and Ms Chan for their
work in co-ordinating the fun packed
week of events for our visitors.

Science Week was another week full
of activities for students. Thank you
to our young scientists, Ms Dobson
and our science team for their work
throughout the week and especially
at the Science Showcase.

The past month has been another
busy time at MAC. Firstly, our visitors
from Chikushi High School, Fukuoka,
Japan. Thank you to all students and
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Parent Opinion Survey
Thank you to the families who
responded to the online Parent
Opinion Survey. Such feedback assists
us, as we continue with the positive
transformation of our school.
Naplan
Later this week, NAPLAN results
distributed to families. We will analyse
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Events
2019 Entry Level
enrolment forms
due
Friday 31 August
Course
Counselling
Tuesday 4
September
Student Led
Conferences
Wednesday 5
September
160 Year
Celebration
Sunday 9
September
United National
Youth Summit
Wednesday 19
September
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Principal’s message continued...
Bronwen Harries, Heather Dowd, Matthew
Dunley, Hameeda, Kath Hodgson, Bruce
May, and Sharon and Craig Morton.

Book Week
Last week we celebrated Book Week. A
debate between staff and student was
contested on Thursday with the topic of “The
Australian School System does not offer any
benefit to students”. On the Friday student
and staff enjoyed our annual costume
parade.

Working Bee
Thank you to the parents and students, who
made time to assist with our Working Bee last
Saturday. An avenue of trees was planted
along with many native shrubs. A huge pile
of mulch was added to garden beds. Our
grounds are now looking great! Thank you all
including Jutta Dreier, Clare Mendes, David,
Susan, Claire and Jon Sowerby, Melissa
Martin, Richard Frazer, Alice Garner, Kirsty,

Course Counselling and Student Led
Conferences
A reminder that on Tuesday 4 September,
Course Counselling will take place. Normal
classes will not run, except for those students
who are in VCE Units 3 and 4; VCE Units 3
and 4 classes will still run on this day. Course
counselling is for all students to discuss
their 2019 subject selections; parents are
encouraged to attend with their child.
Appointments for this can be made by the
student through their Compass login.
On Wednesday 5 September we are running
our Student Led Conferences throughout the
day and evening. There are no classes on this
day. Bookings need to be made for these
conferences through the parent Compass
login. Students must attend with their parents.
There are some students who will be attending
approved events on these days. These events
will appear on their Compass schedule, and
they are expected to attend these events.
Wayne Haworth,
Principal

Graduates 2018 School Formal
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MAC PFA Family
Games Night
Wednesday 19
September
End Term 3
Friday 21
September

Please check the Events
page on the website for
more dates

The Graduates 2018 School
Formal will take place on Thursday
22 November at Ascot House
Receptions, 50 Fenton Street,
Ascot Vale. Guests are asked to
arrive between 6.45 and 7pm for
pre-dinner drinks, canapes and
photographs. This will be followed
by a three course dinner and lots
of dancing.
Tickets are now on sale at the
General Office at $85 per person.
Students can purchase a ticket
for a plus one.

email: mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Science
by Ms Dobson

National Youth Science Forum

Aziza Sawis has been selected to attend the National
Youth Science Forum. This will take place in Brisbane for 12
days before she commences Year 12. Only 40% of students
were selected after the interview process and this is highly
commended that she has been selected! I would like to
personally congratulate her on this achievement and can’t
wait to hear how it goes in 2019. On the interview day, a
previous student told me the experience was ‘life changing.’

The Science Experience Camp

Four students attended the Science Experience ConocoPhillips
camp in 2017, and the opportunity has arisen once again
for students in Years 9 or 10. Search the Science Experience
website for details as this camp takes place at a number of
different locations. (https://www.scienceexperience.com.
au/when-where/victoria )
Those wishing to attend, please see Ms Dobson as soon as
possible.

Microscopy excursion

On 17 August, ten students went
to Bio21 for an experience with
fluorescence microscopy. We
later found out that Reet Dhillion
had won the ‘guess the number
of cells in the image’ competition
and now all attendees are owners
of a foldable microscope. Cai Ting
wrote about the experience:
‘Bio21
Institute
of
molecular
science
and
biotechnology
science an Australian
medicinal
research
institute that focuses
on the study basic
science and applied
biotechnology.
I
wanted to participate
this
because
this
could help me with the understanding of science. There were
six different stations for us to try out and I enjoyed every single
one of them because it was my new experience trying out
all these. What was surprising was the 1.2million microscope I
saw in the lab. If there is another Bio21 excursion, I would want
to participate again and would want the other students to
have a try. Thank you.’ Cai Ting

scientific concept has been a focus
for science week for a number of
years now, and our students continue
to amaze and intrigue people with
their passion, enthusiasm and deep
understanding of scientific concepts.
A large part of the evening was the
presentation of student projects
developed in the Grossology unit
within the Medicine and Disease
subject. The student exhibition of
their gross projects included an
interactive portion (e.g. pinching pimples, testing fats, using
a uterus model to show how a period happens). Thanks to
our STEM leader Stephanie Balaburov for orchestrating such
a rich unit, originally developed in collaboration between
Randi Klassen and Steph in
2017.
I would like to thank all the
students and staff involved
for their commitment and
ingenuity during science
week, I am proud to lead
a team of such inspiring
adults and mini adults.
Thank you also to Ella’s
Catering for providing the
science themed snacks on
the night!

Primary science incursion

In the past weeks, we have had groups of students from
local primary schools visit for incursions. The sixty-two students
have completed a precipitation experiment, observed
sublimation of dry ice and the pop test from calcium in water
and completed a scavenger hunt worksheet. The students
left the lab beaming with excitement, and once again Steph
Balaburov is to thank for developing such an engaging and
exciting incursion facilitated by students.

Scinema screening

During Period 3 on the Thursday of National Science Week,
three Above Entry classes viewed the National Science
Film Festival short films. The captive audience shared their
popcorn and discovered new ideas in science. One film
that drew particular attention was the concept of a carbon
capturing fungus, empowering farmers to take control of
climate science. Students were inspired by this new and
upcoming concept.
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Science Showcase

This year we had a number of
interactive exhibits run by students,
and led by the student leadership
team for all our science classes.
We had upwards of 12 experiments
demonstrated as well as activities,
g a m e s ,
challenges
and unique scientific models. It was run
entirely by the students, while coordinated
by the staff. The night, which comprised a
science show by our entry students and
all things science throughout the entire
floor of A-block, was a huge success with
over 80 attendees. The ability to explain a
email: mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au

Dr Karl

A year ago, Ms Dobson booked a
Skype call with her personal science
hero, Dr Karl Kruszelnicki for 2018
National Science Week. The call was
with the Year 10 level chemistry class.
Students had prepared their questions
and took turns in asking Dr Karl. As
a gift to the school, we received 8
books written by Dr Karl for free!
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VCAL Learning for Life
Over the next few weeks, the VCAL Learning
for Life students are working with a guest chef
from Hotham Mission to learn how to turn basic
ingredients into delicious life sustaining meals.
Jairo and Tom are showing off their potato
dishes.
Lynn Bentley
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Young People’s Forum

Recently the Moonee Valley Youth Services (Valley Youth)
held a Young People’s Committee at MAC with about
30 students from eight schools (public and independent,
primary and secondary) in the
Moonee Valley area.
Valley Youth runs the Young People’s
Committee, which is a group of about
15 young people who meet at the
council office one evening a month
to work on community projects,
discuss issues, act as a reference to
council, learn project management
and leadership skills, assess award
applications, etc.

meet other curious minds. There were three stations. There
was one about events that they would like young people
to plan and to be involved in. The next one was looked at
the municipality as a whole,
thinking about how young
people use the municipality.
The other one was school
specific. This one looked at
key issues within schools in
general, and what and how
they would like to be learning.
Clark Mitchell
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Some of our senior students, who are
on our Student Leadership Team,
attended the committee on the day.
It was a great opportunity for them to

email: mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Careers & Pathways
by Jens Boernemeyer, Careers and Pathways Coordinator
Stay up to date by following the MAC Careers and Pathways Facebook Page, and subscribing to their newsletter.

VTAC Application – Year 12 Students
All our current Year 12 students have now the opportunity to apply for tertiary courses beginning in 2019. There are a wide
range of courses and pathway options to choose from. This is obviously an exciting and nerve-wracking time for young
people. Our Careers & Pathways Coordinator, Jens Boernemeyer, is therefore working with students individually to assist
with this process by clarifying options and developing strong pathway options for each student. Parents and guardians
are invited to attend those meeting to assist with the process.
The Australian education system provides students a broad range of options to achieve their educational goals. While
students can access their preferred university straight after completing Year 12, some students might prefer starting with
a TAFE course, which will lead them into a bachelor degree upon completion. TAFE courses provide students with a more
practical learning environment that leads to a qualification, credit towards a related bachelor degree and allowing
students to gain employment in their field of interest. Depending on the circumstances, such a pathway can allow
students to gain work experience while studying a bachelor degree, resulting in increased employment opportunities in
the future. In addition, the Victorian Government has introduced a few free TAFE courses commencing in 2019, reducing
the financial impact on students and their families.
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact Jens.

RSA Course
Having a part-time or casual job is an important aspect of development.
In order to increase our student's employability opportunity, we ran
a certified RSA (Responsibility Service of Alcohol) course this month.
Students that elected to take part in this half-day workshop were
educated in all relevant aspects of service alcohol in a responsible
manner. All 24 students were successful in the event resulting in them
being now able to obtain work within a licensed hospitality setting.
As the hospitality industry is one of the largest Australian employment
sectors, this training provides our students a great platform to secure
work while still studying at MAC. In addition, the students have now the
great opportunity to gain valuable work experience, which is going to
be beneficial in terms of developing critical employability skills for their
career. In order to provide other students similar opportunities, we are
currently in the process of scheduling a Barista course in Term 4.
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Kangan Experience Day
Some of MAC’s Year 10 students attended the Automotive Centre of Excellence in Docklands as
part of Kangan’s Experience Day series. Students specifically selected this event to find out more
about how their interest in automotive can lead to a career in this sector. The day consisted of a
series of workshops providing students a broad range of opportunities to deepen their learning.
Students were given the opportunity to create their own
decal, change a tyre, practice their spray painting skills and
look at an engine to learn about the different parts that it is
made up of. Overall, it was a great event for students and we
would like to thank Kangan for providing this unique chance
to our students.
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J u mp e r s ! J u m p e r s ! J u m p e rs !

M AC Parents
& Friends
Your Child.
Your Sc hool.

$10 Lots of sizes

The second-hand uniform shop currently has a large range of jumpers in stock
on sale for $10 (RRP$84). Our price $10! If your son or daughter needs a good
quality school jumper for the cold winter weeks ahead, they can come and
see us any Wednesday morning 8am-9am at the Uniform Shop, Room G020.
$10 – cash only.
If you require an item of school uniform, please pop in and check out our large
range of stock. Alternatively, you can email us at mac.parents.friends@gmail.
com – we’ll be happy to help you. See you there!
All items at the Uniform Shop are 70% off the RRP price at Lowes.

The Entertainment Book
The Entertainment Book is a fabulous fundraiser as it provides you with some
wonderful discounts that will cover the expense of buying the book in no time. It is
cost only $60-70 (depending on the location selected) for an annual membership,
which can be a physical book with rip out vouchers, or a convenient digital
subscription with an app on your phone. There is a copy of the book at the General
Office. Let your friends and family know as they may be interested in purchasing a
membership and reaping the benefits too.
Purchase your membership now www.entbook.com.au/1m95928

Study Workshops for Students
During Term 3, Amanda Lecaude, from Organising Students, is conducting workshops again for both Year 10 and entry
level students.
The focus of the workshops for Year 10 students is on:
•
reflection of exams at the end of Term 2 - what worked well and where they can improve
•
review of the learning/study cycle as it links to exams
•
exam planning - start by putting strategies into place now
•
active v passive study strategies
The entry level workshops will include discussion around:
•
a review of the organising and time management points discussed last term
•
how to get work done - the 4 tools they need to ensure this happens
•
note taking
•
dealing with distractions and procrastination
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To learn more about what Amanda and the 1:1 work she does with students you can visit her website:
organisingstudents.com.au

www.

Plant a tree day

On Plant a Tree Day we planted trees at the
school. We learnt the process of planting a tree,
which includes digging a hole, exposing the roots,
covering it with soil, and watering it. It will be nice
to have a school
yard of trees one
day in the future. I
encourage everyone
to plant trees for the
betterment of the
environment!
Jack Shears

email: mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Sport
This year Mount Alexander
College and Mooney Valley
Football Club have formed
a partnership with the sole
purpose of promoting and
developing AFL footy within
the
community.
Mount
Alexander
College
have
provided two brilliant young
players
in Jack
Shears and Imad Yoousef playing in the division 7
U/13 football team. They managed to go all the
way and win the premiership in Season 2018. If any
students are interested in playing in Season 2019
please speak to Mr Ben. Pre-season starts soon!
Mr Ben Huynh-Diep

Western Metropolitan Regional Finalist
for Netball Year 7 and 8 boys

W or k exp eri e n c e a t H M A S Ca i r n s
For my Year 10
work experience, I
travelled to HMAS
Cairns. My plan for my
career after school
is to go to ADFA
(Australian Defence
Force Academy) and
begin my training
to take the roll of
Maritime
Logistics
Officer (MLO), which
is why I’m taking every
chance
possible
through navy cadets
and things like this
work
experience.
The week spent at the navy base gave me a huge idea
as to what the navy base is primarily used for, equipment
and systems the navy hold and a look into all sorts of jobs.
I was lucky enough to have my application accepted as
only eight people in Australia were selected for this work
experience.

The second day, we went to the Quarterdeck to observe
colours, which is a ceremony that happens at sunrise and
sunset. Later we went to the gym to discuss defence tactics
and train in combat techniques for different scenarios to
ensure that you and others are kept safe. We then walk
down the wharf to HMAS Wollongong. HMAS Wollongong is
an Armidale class ship that is used for patrol and surveying.
Here we got a big insight of the rolls and duties of a Maritime
Warfare Officer (MWO).
On the third and final day, we headed for the Sailor
Equipment workshop (SE) to get a brief
of what the engineering side of things
is like in the navy. Then we moved
onto the MLO side of things. We had
a look into all sorts of things the MLO is
responsible for. Not only is it for logistics
but they were apart of many different
teams including medical and boarding.
Boarding teams are the people who
intercept vessels to take part in drug
busts and those sorts of things. We
then looked at different Hydrographic
Systems before we headed into the
classrooms and talked to the coxswain
about drug tests and then the Commanding Officer came
in, gave certificates and gave a farewell.
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Every morning we began Physical Training (PT), which was
difficult but very fun. Later, on the first day, we headed
for the diving store, which is used by the Clearance Divers
(CD) for their training. Clearance divers are like Australia’s
version of Americas Navy Seals. We then head for the
Health Centre, which is just like a little hospital for sailors
and then the armoury. They showed us a wide variety of
weapons ranging for glocks to snipers to 50 calibre turrets.

If anyone is interested in join navy cadets in Williamstown
that takes place every Friday pm, please contact them at
9399 9924.
Nathan Hunt

S ta y Co n n e c t e d

email: mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
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House news
Artemis House
It has been a productive term for Artemis
so far. We have featured strongly in the first
semester academic awards. The Artemis
students and their awards are listed below
with their awards;
Alice Park - Entry Humanities
Annie Burrows - Senior Humanities
Annie Burrows - Above Entry Math
Zoe Butzkueven - Senior Math
Tika Merchant - Above Entry English
Furkan Erkan Akin - VCAL
On top of this we have five students
who won Artemis house awards for best
representing the school values;
Community - Mia Portlock
Engagement - Luke Vella
Academic Excellence - Arnold Grobler
Integrity - Aymane Abdou Said

Respect - Monique
Even though Artemis students may not
be getting the house points this year
they are going about their business
in a quiet and respectful manner
and producing some strong work
throughout the the school. Expect
fund raising to step up over the
semester as leadership group have
some excellent ideas in the works.

5210

We would also like to welcome Mia
Portlock into the Artemis leadership
group as an extra mentor leader to
replace a student who can no longer
contribute their time.

4995

Keep up the good work Artemis.
Mr Kilfoyle, Head of Artemis

Poseidon House
Time is flying by –
we are over the
half way mark for
Term 3!
Reflecting back,
we kicked off Term
3 by celebrating
S e m e s t e r
1
Student
Achievements
by House.
Congratulations
to
the
Poseidon recipients: Joshua
Heritage (Community), Mahat
Ibrahim
(Engagement),
Bethany
Tang
(Academic
Excellence),
Lotte
Van
Hulsen (Integrity) and Zoe He
(Respect). Key Learning Area
awards were also received by
Poseidon students. We would also like
to extend congratulations to Dylan
Liddel (Arts /Entry), Avin Handley
(Technology), Tom (Chi Trung) Lai
(EAL/Senior), Catherine Sun (Science/
Above Entry), George Glenister
(Science/Entry)
and a second
award to Zoe
He (Languages/
Above Entry).

4705

participating
in
various
events
including the MAC Science Show
and Book Week. Congratulations to
George Glenister who won first prize for
his Book Week costume of Radagast
the Brown. Poseidon students have
also embraced our recent Japanese
visitors, extending their hospitality and
learning from their cultural differences.
Fundraising still remains
at
the
forefront of
our
minds
with
raffle
fundraising
sales
for
My
Room
underway.
Tickets are
$5
each
and can be
purchased through Mentor Leaders
and myself. At this stage we plan to
draw the winner at the next whole
school assembly.

3955
did a great job facilitating a
professional learning session for
staff.
Course counselling for 2019
will take place on Tuesday
4
September.
Parents,
please ensure your student
takes the time to read the
Course Handbook prior to
their appointment. I strongly
recommend you also attend. Finally,
Student
Led
Conferences
will take place
on Wednesday
5
September.
Students
are
required
to
attend
these
conferences
with a parent
or
guardian.
Bookings must be
made through
Compass.
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We have had
new
students
start
who
have settled in
nicely, making
friends
and

email: mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au

This
term
gave
our
students
the
opportunity
to
provide teachers with
feedback to enhance
engagement
and
learning
programs.
I am very proud of
our Poseidon student
leaders Bill, Joshua,
Miranda and April
who, together with the
other house leaders,

Ms Dalabaris,
Poseidon

phone: 9376 1622
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MAC Parents & Friends are hosting their third tabletop family games night and you are all
invited. Playing board games is a wonderful way for parents to spend quality time with their
children and with others. This is an opportunity to learn how to play modern, fun games with
your children, showcase traditional games from your culture and meet other parents in the
school. If you have board games or card games at home, please bring it along. The children's
favourites such as Pokemon and Magic the Gathering are welcome. If you do not have
games, come anyway, we will have extra games available for all families. Or you could come
and teach us the traditional games from your culture - such as Go, Mancala, Scopa etc.
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When:

Thursday 20 September from 6:30 pm

Where:

Resource Centre

BYO:

Plate of food and a game to share

MAC Parents & Friends
Your child.

Your school.
Your voice.

Advertise with us

mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Put the date in your calendar. We are celebrating 160 years
of celebration at Mount Alexander College. The school has
change names and focus many times over those 160 years,
but the core of the purpose has remained the same: educate
young people. We are preparing for a celebration which will
be between 3 and 5 pm on Sunday 9 September. We would
like everyone who has some connection to the school to come
along. It will be a wonderful opportunity ot catch up with some
old school friends or collegues. Please pass the word around.
Bookings: www.trybooking.com/WZEZ

When: 3-5pm Sunday 9 September 2018
Where: Mount Alexander College Resource Centre
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