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Principal’s report
At MAC, we encourage all students
to be the best that they can be.
This week our 2019 Orientation
Program commences. Students have
commenced their new subjects and
are getting a taste of the learning
opportunities that will be ahead of
them.

Last Thursday, Graduates of 2018
celebrated the completion of 13 years
of schooling at the Graduates Formal
at the beautiful Ascot House. The
event was one of the best formals that
I have had the pleasure of attending
in my 30 years of education. It was a
wonderful celebration with a delicious
menu and a very busy dance floor.
I wish to take the opportunity to
thank all students and staff for their
attendance and a special thanks
to Ms Rawlins for coordinating this
fantastic event.
Last week, I was contacted by
Channel 10’s The Project. They
requested an interview to discuss the
ATAR and the stress placed on many
young people at this time of the year.
As I continually mention to students,
the ATAR is a number; it does not
define a person and is no guarantee
of future success. Success comes in
many forms and this is why at MAC
we recognise success differently from
other schools. At our Awards Evening
on Monday 17 December, we will
acknowledge and celebrate student
excellence in so many different ways.
Excellence for the Graduates of 2018
will be awarded as Dux of VCE, Dux of
VCAL and Dux of Academic Growth.

As student enrolments at MAC
continue to climb, available places
for new students are becoming very
limited. If your family is moving house
and/or moving to another school
next year, I request a signed written
letter as soon as possible to confirm a
new direction for 2019.
Our Entry Level Orientation Day will
be held on Tuesday 11 December. I
look forward to meeting a new cohort
of students to MAC. With almost 130
students, this will be our largest intake
of Year 7 students to date.
I also look for to the final MAC Inquiry
Showcase on Thursday 13 December.
I hope to meet again parents and
families of our current Entry Level
students.
I wish to remind families that it is
important to finalise payments for
elective and 2018 family payments.
Thank you to families who have
already made these payments. The
payment of fees helps provide the

much needed funds that support the
wonderful learning programs we have
been able to offer students. If you
still need to make payments, please
contact Laura Sandham our Business
Manager 9376 1622.
A special thank you to members of
the MAC Parents & Friends Association
and a group of young baristas for their
work providing a BBQ and coffee
for voters during Saturday’s State
Election. They raised over $1300 for our
school. On behalf of all MAC students
and staff, thank you for supporting our
great school.

Recently, we held an information
evening for families interested in the
Central Australian Tour planned for
June next year. This tour is planned
for students who would be notionally
in Years 10-12 next year. Please note:
this trip will be limited to forty (40)
students. Expressions of interest forms
are required by no later than this
Friday 30 November.
Congratulations to our Careers
and Pathways Coordinator Jens
Boernemeyer. Last week, Jens was
awarded the Christine Jolly Award
by the CEAV (Career Education
Association of Victoria). This award
is given to a careers counsellor who
has demonstrated innovation in
their career practice and has been
the field for less than five years. The
award provides Jens with a $500
scholarship towards continuing his
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Events
Please check the Events
page on the website for
more dates

2019 Orientation Week
26-30 November
2019 Entry Orientation
Day
8.45am Tuesday 11
December
MAC Inquiry Showcase
6pm Thursday 13
December
Awards Night
7pm Monday 17
December

End Term 4
Friday 21 December
Campion Book Pick up
9am-2pm
Tuesday 22 January
School Reopens
8am Tuesday 29
January
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Principal’s Report continued
professional learning. Jens was awarded
the scholarship because of the Supported
Educational Pathway Program that he led
in collaboration with the Local Learning
and Employment Networks; partnerships
that were developed with employers; and
Jens’ continuous professional development
through multiple avenues. Jens is an
example of many of the outstanding MAC
staff that work to make a difference to the
lives of young people.
Congratulations to Ms Claire Runci and
Ms Julie Stephens who have taken on
additional responsibilities as Leading
Teachers for the remainder of 2019. The
scope of their work is varied and includes
coordinating our Annual Awards Evening
at the Clocktower Centre. This year we
will hear an inspiring story from our guest
speaker Koky Saly from Beekeeper Parade.
Koky is a young entrepreneur who made
a promise and built a business to make a
difference in the world.
Congratulations to Mr Adam Cribbes who
has been accepted into the Unlocking
Potential Course designed to build the
capacity of prospective Principals. As part
of this program, Adam has recently spent
a two-week block at Auburn High School
in Hawthorn. In the middle of Term 1 2019,
Adam will conclude his placement.
Congratulations also to Ms Megan Rawlins
who has recently submitted her final
assessment for her Masters of Instructional
Leadership, at the University of Melbourne.
Working fulltime while studying is most
challenging. Well done Megs, we are very
proud of you.
As Principal, I face many challenges. One
major challenge is to retain high performing
staff. High performing staff are often sought-

after by other organisations. Farewell and
congratulations to Ms Sarah Lee-Johnson.
Sarah has accepted a position at Hume
Anglican Grammar School. Ms Bez Tran has
acceptable a Head of House position at St
Columbus College, in Essendon. Ms Emily
O’Halloran, currently on family leave, has
accepted the Education Manager position
at The Huddle, North Melbourne. Mr Ernest
Price has been offered a Leading Teaching
position at Richmond High School. Ms Chloe
Coombs, our Resource Centre Manager,
has accepted a position at the AEU. Ms
Catherine Bone, our Time Tabler and Daily
Organiser, has accepted a Public Service
Internship. All staff will commence their
positions at the start of 2019. Ms Steph
Balaburov will take leave of absence for
12 months, and plans to works and travel
in Europe. Recruitment for outstanding
staff is ongoing and continues with more
interviews over the next few weeks.
I am pleased to announce that the
following staff will join MAC in 2019:
• Narelle Pritchard, Learning Specialist
Numeracy
• Richard
Van
Rooyen,
Learning
Specialist Pedagogy
• Kate Stevanovic, Food Studies Teacher
• Chau
Pham,
English/Humanities
Teacher
• Steven Roberts, Maths /Science
• Tom Grocott, Maths /Science
• Nathan
Sims,
Timetabler/Daily
Organiser.
Please see the important dates for the
remainder of 2018 on the side of this page.
Please note: school recommences in 2019
on Thursday 31 January for all Entry and
Graduates of 2019 only. All other students
will start on Friday 1 February.
Wayne Haworth, Principal

News bites
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Entry and Graduates
start school
8.45am Thursday 31
January

Casual clothes
It is casual clothes day this
Friday. Students can bring
their gold coin donation
to Mentoring on Thursday.
The money will be given to
Unicef for vaccinations and
food packages.

Above Entry start
school
8.45am Friday 1
February

Uniform
Uniform still needs to be
worn properly until end of
the year. Please make sure
you are encouraging your
children to arrive at school
in their correct uniform.
School Production
The 2019 school production

email: mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au

auditions are happening
right now. Anyone still
interested in being in it need
to contact Ms Stephens
ASAP.

them to the General Office
urgently.

2019 Outback Trip
Expression
of
Interest
forms are due back at
Awards Night
General Office by Friday
Awards night tickets are on 30 November if you are
sale now
interested in attending the
Outback Camp in June next
Family Payments
year. The camp is for 2019
It’s not too late to settle your students in Years 10-12.
2018 fees. Please contact
the office promptly to Uniform sale at Lowes
arrange payment.
Lowes is having a sale of
20% off School Shoes until 2
Course Confirmation forms
December 2018.
Course Confirmation forms
are now overdue. Return Booklists are on the website
phone: 9376 1622
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A day of chess
On
Monday
15
October,
former
MAC
teacher and
school Chess
Club founder
and stalwart,
Mr Tony Ward,
made
the
trip
down
to
Brighton
G r a m m a r
School
to
cheer on Billy Walter and Isaac Edwards in the Chess
Victoria State Finals. Billy and Isaac fought valiantly, playing
eight games of chess while receiving tips and game
advice from fellow Chess Club member and coach-forthe-day Tim Vines-Dreier. Here they are pictured relaxing
between rounds. Competition on the day was fierce, but
the boys scored a few wins between them and are to be
commended for their fine efforts.

meets once a week and welcomes players of all levels of
experience and ability. In 2019, there will be a couple of
chess classes for students who are new to chess, to introduce
you to the delights of this game! If you would like to join the
Chess Club, please talk to Ms Joanna Krasapoulaki. She’d
love to get a bigger team together for 2019, when MAC will
attend local school tournaments in Terms 1, 2 and 3 before
heading to another State Final ... we hope!
by Clare Mendes (parent of Isaac, and great supporter of
the Chess Club)

Sometime in October, three students went to the National
Chess Finals Tournament, where two competed. The three
students were Billy, Tim and Isaac (me). Only Isaac and Billy
competed, as Tim, unfortunately, came short of qualifying
for the finals. Billy and Isaac played seven consecutive
games of chess against students from other schools who
had qualified for the finals. Accompanying them were Mr
Ward and Clare (Isaac’s mum). Billy was the coach for the
day. Sadly, the team got a combined score of somewhere
between 3 and 5, which wasn’t enough to qualify for the
next tournament, but the team weren’t after the win.
Chess is a lot of fun, improves your ability to think laterally By Isaac Edwards
and strengthens your concentration. The Chess Club

Mock United Nations Conference
MAC students participated in three mock United
Nations Conferences this year. All events were run
by Dr Sally Northfield of The University of Melbourne
on behalf of United Association of Australia, Victorian
Division. This was made possible thanks to a grant
from the state government.
1. Pathways to Peace: Addressing War, Conflict and
International Security at The University of Melbourne
The MUN was a great opportunity to learn and
appreciate the amount of work that is required to
create an effective resolution within the UN. We’ve never realised how much work was required just to change a few
words within a clause. Being able to hear different countries’ individual perspective on certain clauses has helped our
understanding on how each issue affects each person in different parts of the earth. The conversations, debates and
engagement between the delegates was fascinating to watch. The delegates showed great understanding of their
country and its deals in relation to the draft resolution but also in displaying great skills in in arguing their points to the other
delegates.
2. Combatting Climate Change: Committing to Global Action at Mount Alexander College
Mount Alexander College, Bundoora Secondary College, Sunshine College, Melton Secondary, Brunswick Secondary,
Essendon Keilor College and Roxburgh College were the schools that participated in this conference, which was hosted
at MAC .The aim of the conference was to allow students to discuss and collaborate, while representing an allocated
member state, as to what should be done to be able to help minimise and possibly eliminate climate change. There
were 31 countries represented in total. The students from MAC ranged from the Entry to the Senior School. Students had to
research their country and put their personal opinion aside and argue for the interest of their allocated country. At times
a difficult task depending on the country you had been allocated.
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3. Her Place at the Immigration Museum
This conference was about how to achieve gender equality and empower women and girls. The majority of delegates
were female as the conference was held in celebration of the International Day of The Girl. There were 25 member
states represented by different schools around the state. It showed us the difficulties that a lot of poorer states face when
trying to achieve the sustainable development goal
of achieving gender equality and how important it
is for those states.
We will be working with Dr Sally Northfield and The
University of Melbourne again next year and are
very much looking forward to it.
Written by Mia Case, Paul Hoang, Vinciane Pacada,
Preeti Maharaj, April Marshall, Jamie Rodger and
Cece Wong

email: mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Shelley So from MacKillop Family Services recently organised a soccer
match for the Essendon Keilor College and MAC soccer groups. She said,
“The game was played in excellent spirit and the boys impressed with their
soccer skills, sportsmanship and character. All of the young men conducted
themselves with integrity both on and off the field. They were a credit to
themselves and to their schools. Thanks for your support. I look forward to
2019.”
Thanks Shelley for your support of our students and for organising the event.
Clarke Mitchell

Community Fundraiser
The Melbourne North Police Station, in conjunction with the North Melbourne Community
Consultative Committee, are organising a Christmas Toy/Food Drive in support of those
who may be doing it a bit harder than most at Christmas time. The Heads of House at
MAC are asking the MAC community to donate toys and non-perishable food items to this
cause. Donations can be left at the Heads of House office up until 14 December.
Sophie Dalabiras, Head of Poseidon House

Health & PE Week

MAC health and PE week was a success
There was a range of activities run by
students (with help from the teachers
duh) including a three point shootout,
a tug of war, students vs teachers
dodgeball game and a sports-related
casual clothes day we raised almost
$200. I’d just like to thank the PE teachers
for letting this happen.
by Matilda
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Purchase a
commemorative 100%
cotton tea towel from the
General Office for $10
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Ideal human

On 1 November, the Street Science class went to the Perfection exhibit
at Science Gallery in the University of Melbourne. It was a very exciting
day to end our unit on STEM and critically acclaiming STEM activities.
Some highlights included the social media inflatable balloon, which
was programmed to inflate with every like received on social media
but ran through a cycle so that it would lose air at a constant rate. This
symbolised instant gratification and our addition to likes, etc. A favourite
of many students was the Noah’s Ark of imperfection where DNA samples
were stored and imperfections noted, so that in the
future when we are too perfect we may restore these
idiosyncrasies. Students also gaped at the odd bunch
veggies and body of a man designed to live in this world,
they collaborated in virtual reality to share their senses
and calculated their character traits according to a
face recognition algorithm.

Odd bunch

Ali facial algorithm

On Friday 16 November, three undergraduates from the University of Melbourne joined the Greening
the Apocalypse class to teach students how to code in a developing country in an emergency
situation. Students were able to problem solve, think like engineers and work with one another. Well
done to Aiden and Finn for their excellent responses to the final question: “What is an engineer?”
Code for relif GTAP2

Waste results

Litter Audit

And finally, for sustainability, the Wipe out Waste audit was conducted on 2 November with
excellent results. For a start, our overall mass of waste reduced to 42% of the size of the original
sample, and recycling has become more diverse, ensuring the majority of our recycling is not
paper. In particular, recyclable items in the waste bins have dropped from 44% to 22%! The school,
students and staff have made a huge effort to improve the waste in the school, with new bins,
labelling, competitions, an environmental team with badges and much more.
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Some suggestions from the council to further improve how we manage waste at the school include:
• Set up collection points for soft plastics and ask for volunteers to take to RedCycle collection
point.
• Speak to your local Australia Post outlet – many will take back their packaging.
• Try making bees wax wraps in art class. You can wrap your sandwiches in these instead of
Wipe out waste audit
plastic wrap.
• Boomerang food packaging (take home the rubbish brought to school in your lunch box).
• Investigate paper towel vs hand driers.
• Check if your printers always print documents double sided.
• Talk to your canteen manager - can you reduce canteen waste without adding to the workload of canteen
volunteers/staff?
I encourage any staff or students to get involved where you can. It is very satisfying to work towards a sustainable future
and school.
Nicole Dobson, Key Learning Area Science

email: mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
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On Wednesday 14 November, students from Mount
Alexander College joined students from Maribyrnong
College and Footscray City Secondary College for an
African Summit. The day was organised by students
of African background and the African community
liaison staff at the three schools. Students had the
opportunity to hear from and meet young African
men and women who are achieving great things.
In the afternoon, students participated in a range
of activities including African cooking, basketball,
soccer and drumming.
Lynn Bentley

Problem solving and teenagers
Problem solving is a big part of adult life. But if a teenager is used to their
parents making decisions for them, then approaching problems can be
seriously daunting and they may not know where to start. The good news is
that problem solving is a skill that can be learnt. As a parent, you are in the
best position to help your child develop these skills and learn how to tackle
problems head-on, as well as knowing when they should get support from
others.
This can help if you:
find your child struggles to find solutions to even simple problems or seems
overwhelmed by the options available to them
notice that your child is avoiding making decisions altogether
want to build your child’s confidence and ability to make good decisions and solve problems.
What does problem solving involve?
In the years between being a child and being a teenager, young people learn many skills required for adulthood. This is
the time when they need to start working things out for themselves. They don’t always get it right but that’s all part of the
learning process, and you can help point them in the right direction. Problem solving is an important skill for everyone, and
is all about how your child approaches a problem. The problem may be small or large, ranging from how to get home
from the library to how to get out of a situation they are not comfortable in, such as a party with drinking.
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Why do teenagers need problem solving skills?
Problem solving skills are essential to be able to navigate the complex teenage years, and will be needed throughout life.
We all have to solve problems every day, in work and social situations. By developing problem solving skills your child will
be empowered to:
sort out conflict
be independent
achieve challenging goals
make decisions on their own
Helping your child develop these skills should make you and your child feel more comfortable and confident about
situations and circumstances that may arise.
The ability to problem solve can stop small issues from escalating into big ones, and can therefore have an important
impact on your child’s mental health and wellbeing. As a parent, enabling your child to solve their own problems will
provide them with skills useful in every area of their life.
References and further information: www.reachout.com.au
Michelle Hynson
School Health Promotion Nurse
Monday and Tuesday

email: mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au

phone: 9376 1622
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Graduating Students! We want your uniforms!
Is your school uniform in good condition? If so, please consider donating it to the Second-Hand Uniform Shop before you
leave MAC. We accept all items, but would especially appreciate the following:
Blazers
Jackets
PE shirts
PE shorts
Winter skirts
MAC Pa re nts
The Uniform Shop is open every Wednesday morning from 8am – 9am in Room G020. Please
wash your uniform items before bringing them to us. All profits go to the MAC Parents & Friends
Association, enabling them to buy things that will benefit the school community.
Questions? Contact Jutta and Clare at mac.parents.friends@gmail.com or just visit us at the
Uniform Shop.
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Poseidon House News
Term 4 has been a busy one. Course confirmation,
the Spring Festival, Robotics Competition, Student
Leadership election for 2019 and the Orientation
program just to name a few.
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It is with much pride that Poseidon’s Jerry Ng was
voted in as one of the Mount Alexander College
Captains. Jerry is a dedicated student who always
demonstrates and encourages positive
behaviour.
Congratulations is also extended to our
2019 Student Leaders. Nakkita Sadhai
and Finn Darlington who were voted
in by their peers as Poseidon House
Captains. Bethany Tang, Miranda Hammond, Inas Adil Ahmed
and Samira Bakata have been appointed as our Student Mentor
Leaders. I look forward to working with my dream team in 2019.
A special thank you to Bill Truong,
Maddison
Civitarese,
Jordan
Civitarese, Noah Civitarese, Josh
Heritage, Kyra Old, Selomon
Ali, April Marshall and Miranda
Hammond for all their efforts in
leading Poseidon House in 2018.

HURRY, 2 WEEKS ONLY!

20% OFF

Sophie Dalabiras
Head of Poseidon House
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SCHOOL SHOES
ONLINE & AT SELECTED STORES - SHOP NOW

DISCOUNT APPLIED AT CHECKOUT. ENDS SUNDAY 2ND DECEMBER 2018.
Savings off original prices. While stocks last.

‘CLARKS’
RELIANCE VELCRO
SHOES

‘CLARKS’
REWARD LACE UP
SHOES

‘CLARKS’
RAPTURE
SHOES

Sta y Co n n e c t e d

email: mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Maribyrnong Park Football Club
Junior Registration Day
2019 Season
Recruiting Players for All Junior Age Groups from U9 to U18,
Including Girls for U9, U11, U13, U15 & U18 Youth Girl Competitions

Inviting New & Existing Players to attend:

Sunday 2nd December 2018, 10am to 12pm
At Maribyrnong Park Pavilion, 40 The Boulevard, Moonee Ponds
Existing players can also register via our website
www.marby-lions.com
All enquiries email: marbylionsjuniors@gmail.com
Maribyrnong Park Football Club since 1980
Ascot Vale / Moonee Ponds / Maribyrnong Your Local Club

COMMITMENT
10 sessions in a 10-month
period (1 per month), after
school hours

LOCATION
North Melbourne Football
Club, Arden St

order from

www.6thMelbourneScouts.org.au

BENEFITS

th

6 MELBOURNE SCOUT GROUP, KENSINGTON

• Build relationships with
elite athletes

55 McCracken Street Kensington

1st, 2nd, 8th & 9th Dec from 10am.
Trees $68. Stands $45. Delivery & Collection $10ea

TRUE NORTH IS
A MENTORING
PROGRAM FOR
AFRICAN YOUTH
AGED BETWEEN
12-25YEARS.
Throughout
the year long
program, young
people will be
working closely
with AFL and
AFLW players to
discover their
true self.
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• Form greater
understanding of your
personal values
• Gain valuable leadership
knowledge
• Provide positive change
to your community

PROGRAM OUTCOME
Design, lead and coordinate
an innovative community
action project that can
support young people
across the country.

INFORMATION
For more information please
contact Emma Kearney at
emma.kearney@nmfc.com.au
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