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MAC News
Term 2 2019

Danny Pearson and The Student Leadership 
Team joining in the ANZAC commemoration

Principal Dani Angelico

Flemington Primary School Anzac Assembly
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It has been another successful school 
term with a plethora of activities both 
in and out of the classroom. I am 
proud of the efforts of our students and 
teachers and I am continually inspired 
by the collaborative and positive 
learning environment at MAC. It is a 
joy to see students engaged, following 
their passions, having fun while being 
challenged. 

Assemblies

We began the term with our ANZAC 
Day Assembly, which had sombre and 
poignant moments as we reflected on 
the sacrifices of the ANZACs and the 
lasting impact of the war. We listened 
to the Ode of Remembrance, recited 
beautifully by Harry Silverside and the 
Last Post and Rouse played by Lex Tier 
on trumpet. At the same assembly, 

we celebrated the wonderful 
achievements and successes of our 
students. Danny Pearson, the Local 
Labor member for the state seat of 
Essendon presented the Marshall 
Medal for excellence in STEM.  This 
medal recognises young girls and 
women excelling in the field of STEM. 

Lesley McCarthy from Flemington 
Kensington Rotary, and former Principal 
of Flemington Primary School, spoke to 
us about the role of Rotary in providing 
support and opportunities for young 
people in the local community. Rotary 
has been very generous in supporting 
several awards and initiatives at MAC, 
such as the yearly VCAL Award, the 
sponsorship of students attending 
the Swinburne University Mock United 
Nations Assembly, and more recently 
donating funds to the publication of a 
student led and authored book. 

We have been fortunate to have 
had a number of other presenters at 
our assemblies this term including the 
City of Moonee Valley and the Local 
Learning and Education Network 
(LLEN). More importantly the students 
have impressed us with their articulate 
presentations on a range of activities at 
the school, reports of their participation 
at a range of events and ideas for 
fundraises. I would like to acknowledge 
Alex Langley Graduate 2020, for his 
sage advice to students at our last 
assembly on cyber safety, the safe 
use of technology and the perils and 
lasting effects of posting inappropriate 
content online.  

I had the pleasure of attending the 
Flemington Primary School Anzac Day 
Assembly with a number of our student 
leaders. It was wonderful opportunity to 
meet some of the Flemington Primary 
School Leaders who led the assembly 

and many who will be attending MAC 
next year! 

ICT Review
This term we have been addressing 
some of the infrastructure issue relating 
to poor wi-fi connection and hope 
that in Term 3 this will be remediated. 
We have commenced preliminary 
investigation into the effective use of 
mobile phones and devices in class, 
and teachers and students have 
completed an online survey. This data 
was presented to the students at the 
last assembly. We will be encouraging 
students to be involved in the review 
of the Acceptable Use of Technology 
Agreement. This work will continue 
into Terms 3 and 4. We will be inviting 
parents and carers to provide their 
feedback via a survey. Please keep 
your eye out on Compass!

NAPLAN & Exams
For some students Term 2 has meant 
NAPLAN, and for others, exams. We 
encourage all students to try their 
best and to remember that such 
assessments were never intended to 
compare one student with another, but 
rather assess where a student is in their 
learning and learning growth. Parents 
and students are reminded that the 
school uses a range of data to track 
student learning and growth and that 
the six-weekly reports and assessment 

Pr inc ipa l ’ s  repor t
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Iftar

Parents & friends
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Please check the Events 
page on the website for 

more dates. There is also a 
Term 3 calendar on Page 3

End Term 2
28 June

Curriculum Day
15 July

Students start Term 3
16 July

MAC Pathways 
Evening
25 July

Animal Farm
31 July to 2 August

PFA Meeting
5 August 6-7 pm

Community Meeting
6 August

Science Showcase
14 August 6-8 pm

Student Led 
Conferences
5 September 

12-7 pm

End Term 3
20 September

of Learning Tasks via Compass are vital to 
this process. If you are experience problems 
downloading reports or accessing Learning 
Tasks feedback please contact the school. 

Attitudes to School Survey
Over the past few weeks, students have 
undertaken the Attitudes to School 
Survey. This survey provides very important 
feedback about what is working well 
and where additional support is required. 
Parents and school staff will be given an 
opportunity to undertake surveys later in 
the year to provide valuable feedback and 
inform areas of improvement. These data 
sets are important in evaluating the targets 
and goals outlined in the School Strategic 
Pan and Annual Implementation Plan. For 
those of you who may be interested these 
documents can be accessed on the school 
website. 

Flemington Education Plan Consultation
I would like to take the opportunity of 
thanking the MAC community for their 
enthusiastic participation in the range 
of consultation activities that have been 
conducted by the Department of Education 
and the Victorian Schools Building Authority 
for the Flemington Education Plan. The 
feedback that you have been provided 
will be crucial in shaping how the provision 
of education will be delivered across the 
cluster of schools involved in this project 
that include Flemington Primary, Debney 
Meadows Primary and Ascot Vale Special 
School.  

Sale of land on the corner of Mt Alexander 
Rd & Wellington St 
Many of you would be aware that the 
property on the corner of Mt Alexander 
Road and Wellington Street has been sold. 
The property was sold with a planning 
permit for a multistorey apartment block. 
The property has been acquired by the City 
of Moonee Valley and they are planning to 
create an open green space. I have had 
some preliminary conversations with the 
Council and they are keen to work with 
the school in creating a space that works 
in synergy with MAC and that students 
have the opportunity to have a voice in the 
design and purpose. 

Primary School visits, Communities of 
Practice & Curriculum Link Initiatives 
Joanna Krasopoulaki, our Enrolments Officer 
and I have had the pleasure of visiting 
most of our feeder primary schools this 
term, meeting the principals and transition 
coordinators and discussing strategies to 
facilitate a smooth transition for Grade 6 
students into MAC. Some MAC students and 
I have also made a number of presentations 
to parents including Kensington and Ascot 
Vale Primary Schools. I have been impressed 
with the level of parent engagement and 
look forward to continuing this work.  

MAC has formed a number of Communities 
of Practice including Improving Reading 
and writing and these involve with 
Kensington Primary, Flemington Primary, 
Debney Meadows and Ascot Vale Special 
School.  This work will involve teacher 
observations in the delivering of intervention 
and teaching strategies. 

MAC is hosting a number of curriculum 
programs for our feeder primary schools. The 
Grade 3 Kensington Primary School children 
attended a Science Workshop, which was 
entirely led by our students. I would like to 
thank Ms Nicole Dobson for facilitating 
this program. We intend to host a number 
of our feeder primary school in a range 
of curriculum activities including Physical 
Education, Technology and MasterChef. 

Iftar Dinner

I had the pleasure of attending a Community 
Iftar Dinner on Wednesday 15 May at the 
Flemington Community Centre with two 
MAC students Finn Darlington and Haniyah 
Abdou Sais and their families. The evening 
was hosted by Danny Pearson MP and was 
aimed to bring people from different faiths 
together to learn more about Ramadan. 
Iftar is the meal eaten by Muslims after 
sunset during Ramadan. The evening was 
not only an educational one but also a 
great opportunity for meeting members of 
the local community and answer questions 
about MAC and the great successes of our 
students. 

Election Day 

A big thank you to our Parents & Friends 
Association and the many volunteers who 
helped with the Sausage Sizzle on Election Day. 

Pr inc ipa l ’ s  Repor t  cont inued
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Above entry students enjoying Hip hop 
dancing during the Health Day

Coffee cart
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a wonderful parent community who 
are committed and passionate about 
helping the school and its students. 

It was a busy weekend with a second 
Sausage Sizzle at Bunnings on the 
Sunday. It was wonderful to see some 
volunteers who will have children 
coming to MAC next year come along 
and get involved. 

I would like to thank the students 
running the Coffee Cart and Milk 
Shake Stand on Election Day. I have 
received great feedback from many 
members of the public about the 
students’ professionalism and their 

capacity to be great ambassadors for 
the school. 

Whole School Health Day 
On Tuesday 7 May Ms Lynn Bentley 
and her team organised a wonderful 
day for our students. The focus 
varied depending on their age 
group and included a range of 
workshops including, Mental Health 
and Wellbeing, Developing Positive 
Relationships, Body Image and Sexual 
Health, Legal Rights  and Fit To Drive 
just to mention a few. 

We have collected feedback from 
students and will be making some 
adjustments for next year’s program. 
Overwhelmingly the feedback has 
been very positive.   

Staffing
This term we farewelled Julie Fitzpatrick, 
who has worked at MAC as a Learning 
Support Officer for 13 years.  Julie was 
highly respected by both students 
and staff and will be dearly missed. 
We would like to wish her all the best 
in her retirement and enjoying all the 
activities that she had been putting 
aside whilst working. 

Finally, I will be on leave for the last 
two weeks of term and Mr Adam 
Cribbes will be stepping into the 
Acting Principal role in my absence. 
I would like to wish the students and 
teachers the very best for the rest of 
the term and wish them a safe and 
restful break. I look forward to seeing 
them next term refreshed and ready 
to continue the wonderful work we are 
doing. 

Dani Angelico, Principal

Animal Farm is this year’s whole school production. It will 
take place at the Footscray Community Arts Centre on July 
31, August 1 and 2. The cast have been busy rehearsing 
before school and the fashion class have been creating 
our steampunk-inspired costumes. Tickets are selling now 
through Trybooking. Book your tickets before they sell out. 
https://www.trybooking.com/BCYOO

Julie Stephens, 
Teaching & Learning 

Leader Arts & 
Technology

Animal  Fa rm

mailto:mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Danny Pearson and Luke Creasey presenting 
Reet Dhillon with the Marshall Medal for STEM Danny Pearson and The Student Leadership 

Team joining in the ANZAC commemoration

Mia and Hannah excited.

AGT Stage

AGT Stage

MAC students in audienceMAC students in audience

Palais theatre
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On 23 August, the Student Leadership team 
hosted the Anzac Assembly. Danny Pearson 
and Luke Creasey attended the assembly 
to present Reet Dhillon the Marshall Medal 
for STEM. Timothy Bulaon from the Moonee 
Valley and Maribyrnong Local Learning 
Network (MMVLLEN) came to speak about 
our students being involved in an enterprise 
program ‘illuminate:nextgen Challenge’. Leslie 
McCarthy from Flemington Kensington Rotary 
also attended the assembly to speak to the 
students about opportunities for our students 
supported by Rotary and to lay a wreath with 
our student leaders.

Kate Stevanovic, Student Leadership

The first ASX Schools Sharemarket game for 2019 is finished. Our team of Aiden Setina, Martin Jovanovski and Nicholas 
Katsikis gained a great deal of experience in buying and selling shares, collecting dividend and other aspects of share 
investing: a way of being involved in Australian companies such as the banks and Woolworths. 

It was a difficult time to invest. The average value of the nearly 19,000 portfolios was just over the starting value of $50,000 
and only 50% of portfolios were in the black over this short time of 10 weeks. A favourite saying about shares is that they 
go up and down. True, but after you buy they often go down before they go up.  Our team finished up a little under the 
starting value but did gain a lot of valuable experience which will serve them well when they start to earn and are looking 
for a place to invest. 
There will be another schools game later in the year. There is a game open to the public which will also be available later 
in the year.:  https://www.asx.com.au/education/sharemarket-game.htm

Mr Graeme Morgan

‘On 22 May, Ms Stephens’ drama class and Ms Aydin’s 
film making class went on an adventure to the Palais 
Theatre in St Kilda to be part of the Australia’s Got 
Talent audience. At 12:00 pm the doors to the Palais 
Theatre opened and we went to our seats. There 
were acts that made us laugh and others that made 
us get out of our seats. We were lucky because most 
of the acts were amazing. But by the end of the day 
most of us left the theatre with sore throats and a 
smile on our faces.’ - Miranda Hammond

All students who attended the Australia’s Got Talent 
live recording were an outstanding representation of MAC. 
A massive 10 hours of an excursion and we were very 
proud of how they behaved.

Ms Aydin and Ms Stephens

Anzac Assembly

ASX Schoo ls  Sharemarket  Game

Aus t ra l ia ’ s  Got  Ta len t
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What a great day for the MAC Chess 
Team!

Our students represented MAC at the 
Northern Star Chess Secondary Zonal 
Tournament on Thursday 23 May. 
Participants came from Brunswick SC, 
Coburg HS, The Grange, Macleod 
College, Xavier College and Loretto 
Mandeville Hall and every student 
played seven games against other 
players of similar skill. 
Our students’ brain muscles were put 

to the test as they took their opponents 
to task in solving chess positions. They 
showed sharpness, strategies, tactics, 
and endgames.

Every student received a certificate 
and medals were awarded to various 
year level categories. MAC finished 
second overall, which is a phenomenal 
result! 

Congratulations to the following:
Year 7 – Margaret Haynes, Dali 
Milianakos-Lignier, Sam Carlisle & Kai 

Tidd (Awarded a Bronze Medal)
Year 10 – Timothy Vines-Dreier Kobe 
Helu (Awarded a Silver Medal)
Year 11 – Hussein Abdi, Billy Walter
 

Thank you to the following staff 
Joanna Krasopoulaki and Jonathan 
Newmarch.

We look forward to the next round, 
which will be held at Coburg HS on 
Tuesday 30 July.

by Joanna Krasopoulaki

Motivation is what drives us to make 
the things we want happen– but 
staying motivated isn’t always easy. 
Get some tips on how to find (and to 
keep!) motivation, and suggestions for 
what to do if you just can’t get into 
gear.

Why motivation is important
To make things you want to do or 
achieve happen, you need motivation. 
Motivation is what drives you towards 
a goal, gets you up in the morning, 
and keeps you working through a task, 
determined to succeed when things 
get tough.

Everything that could possibly motivate 
you can fit into one of two categories:
1. Positive motivations, which focus 
on the positive things that will happen 
when you take action. E.g. ‘Finishing 
this assignment means I’m one step 
closer to being qualified.’
2. Negative motivations, which focus 
on the negative backlash that will 
occur if you don’t take action. E.g. ‘If I 
don’t finish this assignment in the next 
few hours I will fail.’

Both negative and positive motivation 
can be effective in different 
circumstances; however, people 
are much more successful when 
they’re doing something because 
they actually want to, rather than if 
they’re acting to avoid an outcome 
they don’t want. That means positive 
motivation usually has a bigger and 
better impact.

Negative motivation can sometimes 
be quite dangerous. That’s because it 
only works if you know the exact steps 

you are going to take to reach your 
goal. If you don’t have a positive plan 
of action, using negative motivation to 
approach a task can make you feel 
really helpless, and actually reduce 
your motivation.

Knowing how to find effective 
motivation strategies is really important 
to getting stuff done.

Tips for finding/keeping motivated
1. Set goals. When you set a goal you 
make a decision to act upon what 
you want. This gives you a direction to 
focus on – one that’s measurable and 
has an end point; all factors which can 
help a person stay motivated. 

2. Choose goals that interest you. 
You’re much more likely to stay 
motivated if you are working towards 
something that you genuinely want to 
do or achieve. 

3. Find things that interest you within 
goals that don’t. Sometimes other 
people set us goals or tasks that we 
don’t find interesting / want. So, try 
and find something within that task 
that does motivate you. E.g. ‘I hate 
maths, but it’s going to help me 
become a builder, which I want more 
than anything.’

4. Make your goal public. If you state 
you are doing something to someone 
else, or write it down, you’ve essentially 
promised to keep your word. 

5. Plot your progress. When you 
are working towards something, it 
can be really motivating if you can 
see evidence that you are making 
progress. Draw / create a visual 

representation of how you are coming 
closer to achieving something. 

6. Break up your goal. Start with easier 
tasks and work your way up to bigger 
challenges. Breaking up a task in your 
mind into achievable chunks helps 
build confidence.

7. Use rewards. Promise yourself some 
sort of reward each time you complete 
a step/task. 

8. Don’t do it alone. Join a class, find 
a teacher or someone with whom 
you can share the experience. Other 
people’s encouragement to keep 
going can be a big boost to your 
motivation, particularly when you’re 
doing it tough. 

Learn how to use positive self–talk.

If you’re really finding it hard to stay 
motivated
If you’ve tried all these things and just 
can’t get motivated, then it might 
help to talk it through with someone 
that you trust. It can be really hard to 
achieve things on our own, and having 
a good support network when you’re 
working through a big challenge is 
really important.

You could also try talking to a 
counsellor. They are great at helping 
people work out which motivating 
strategies will work best for them.

References and further information: 
www.reachout.com.au 

Michelle Hynson
Health Promotion Nurse
Monday and Tuesday

Chess  C lub  Success

T ips  fo r  get t ing  bet te r  communicat ion  sk i l l s
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Above entry students enjoying Hip 
hop dancing  

Moonee Valley Legal Service 
presentation

Headspace Presentation Above 
Entry(1)

Positive Speakers Bureau 
presentation

Entry students enjoying Yoga  (4)

HipHop DancingEntry students enjoying Yoga  

Body Image presentation by 
Secondary School Nurses(1)

Above entry students enjoying 
HipHop Dancing

Above entry students enjoying Hip 
hop dancing 

Above entry students enjoying Hip 
hop dancing  (3)

Above entry students enjoying Hip 
hop dancing  (2)
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On Tuesday 7 May the students at MAC 
participated in the Semester 1 Whole 
School Health Day. This day included 
over twenty external presenters from 
local, community and government 
services and programs as well as 
amazing MAC staff who presented on 
this day. 

The wide variety of presentations and 
experiences is listed below.

Entry Students: 
• Cybersafety presentation by Jill 

Kilpatrick – Victoria Police 
• Personal Training/Weights session – 

MAC PE staff
• Yoga – Melanie Itajahy 
• Body Image presentation – Trish 

Worthington & Paula Poots, DET 
Secondary School Nurses

Above Entry Students:
• Healthy Eating presentation – 

Clarke Mitchell & Dr Erin Gordon
• Legal Aid Presentation – Mark 

Tregonning
• Headspace Sunshine Presentation 

– Naomi Cooper & YAG members
• Hip Hop Dancing with Dagogo 

Obogo from Dance Mob
Year 9 Students:
• Love Bites Program – Kate 

Stevanovic (MAC) & Michelle 
Hynson, Nikki Collins-Smith & Josie 
Mitchell, DET Secondary School 
Nurses

Year 10 Students:
• Positive Speakers Bureau 

presentation – Daniel Cordner 
and Sarah Hocking

• Headspace presentation – Megan 

Campbell 
• Moonee Valley Legal Service – 

Joseph Ishow
• Drivers Education program – road 

safety presentation
2020 Graduates:
• Positive Speakers Bureau 

presentation – Daniel Cordner 
and Sarah Hocking

• Headspace presentation – Megan 
Campbell 

• Drivers Education – Fit 2 Drive 
Program

2019 Graduates:
• Positive Speakers Bureau 

presentation – Daniel Cordner 
and Sarah Hocking

• Looking after your mates – Alan 
Nguyen

• Mindfulness, Mental Wellbeing, 
Healthy Eating – Dr Erin Gordon 

• Moonee Valley Legal Service – 
Joseph Ishow

We would like to thank these wonderful 
presenters who gave up their time 
to present at the health day. I’m 
sure that all students took away new 
learnings from the day and enjoyed 
fun activities. We look forward to the 
next health day planned in Semester 2.

Michelle Hynson & Clarke Mitchell
School Health Promotion Nurse & 
Youth Worker

Yoga
W: www.littleyogisco.com
Instagram- littleyogisco 
Facebook-@littleyogisco

DANCEMOB 
DANCEMOB delivers adrenaline 
pumping dance and fitness incursions 
to schools and holiday programs. 
They promote an inclusive and FUN 
environment for students through 
dance and fitness in order to 
encourage a lifelong commitment to 
a healthy and active lifestyle. 
 

The benefits of DANCEMOB are 
manifold. It will help students get 
fit, encourage them to express 
themselves creatively and they will 
have fun doing it together with others 
in a non-competitive environment 
and sharing it with an audience.
 

Our aim is to provide children with 
a safe and supportive environment 
to explore the power of music and 
dance while giving free rein to 
their imagination and creativity. 
DANCEMOB is designed to inspire, 
share experiences and teach the 
fundamentals of developing self-
confidence through dance and 
fitness.
 

What better way for your child to 
express themselves than through the 
joy of dance. It is our goal to create a 
welcoming environment where every 
student regardless of ability or skill can 
learn, be confident and above all, 
have fun while nurturing a love and 
respect for the art of dance.
 

DANCEMOB hopes to ignite the spark 
of well-being in Australia’s youth at an 
early age.

Whole  Schoo l  Hea l th  Day

mailto:mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
https://www.littleyogisco.com
https://www.instagram.com/littleyogisco/
https://www.facebook.com/littleyogisandco/
https://www.facebook.com/dancemobs/
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Round 1

Round 2

Round 3

Round 4

2020 texts
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Press Gang! 
MAC is excited to announce its very own team of Junior Journalists. I was delighted to meet Eve, Ella B, Maya B and Ebony 
from Year 7 who will be working with me on their very own student newspaper as part of the Front Page competition. We 
are pretty excited to make our own publication. If you are interested in joining our fledgling media magnates, join us on 
Tuesdays at lunch time in the MAC lab. Or, talk to our editor in chief, Eve Lomasney.

VCE Students for 2020 and 2021
We need your votes! You have the chance to choose one of the Year 12 English 
texts that you will study. As Frankenstein is coming off the list at the end of 2019, 
we are opening it up to the people to choose what replaces it. There is a huge 
range of options and we are excited to get your vote on what we will study. Visit 
the Resource Centre to see the display that showcases some of your options. Cast 
your vote with the Google Form by August 8, 2019. 

Please note, only responses from 2020 and 2021 students will be counted. Speak 
to Ms Runci if you have any questions. 

Link: www.tinyurl.com/y5w3th4f

Interschool debating
The MAC Debating Association Victoria Debating team has 
been incredibly active this season, both in their planning and 
their competitions. This year, we have been fortunate to have 
a mixture of veteran debaters, Jacinta and Marcella from 
Year 9, who inadvertently took on a coaching role. Even more 
exciting were our raft of new recruits. We gladly welcomed 
Maja Briggs, Molly Badenoch and Maya Stone from Year 7, as 
well as Solomon Faulknor and Brynn Valentine from Year 8 to 
our team. Our planning meetings were filled with researching, 
brainstorming, mind mapping and probably ran through about 
five whiteboard markers. 

In our first round, we argued that horseracing should be 
banned and were rewarded with a win due to our breadth 
of arguments and incredible presence on stage. Our second 
round argued that all political parties should have quotas for 
female candidates. We managed a win for some great team 
splits and passionately written speeches. Our third round was 
the very topical that we should abolish standardised testing 
(e.g. NAPLAN). There were some well-researched arguments 
and a pretty cool model being presented. Our fourth round 
argued that convicted criminals should be allowed to publish 

accounts of their crimes and I was incredibly impressed with the quality of rhetoric and some 
very clever improvised rebuttals. Our final round on 22 July will be arguing the topic that refugees should have full access 
to the Australian welfare system. Regardless of the place we fall on the ladder, I have been continually impressed by the 
work ethic, initiative, quality of writing and passion demonstrated by each team member. I look forward to working with 
you again in 2020. If you are interested in being a part of the debate team, please talk to Claire Runci, Teaching and 
Learning Leader for English, Debating Coordinator.

Claire Runci, Teaching and Learning Leader for English

On Friday 29 March in Period 1, Master Chef took on an exigent and exciting challenge: The Mystery Box Challenge. This 
challenge required students to research recipes with minced chicken – the only ingredient we knew we would have – 
and deliver it within 1 hour and 15 minutes, not forgetting that we must also clean our work benches and equipment. 
Students moved fast but safely and worked time efficiently with everyone successfully delivering a dish with the must-have 
ingredient: chicken. There were a lot of pastas made, but some students also made meatballs, patties and pies. After an 
adventurous session, guest judge Frances D’Andrea chose Tim as the Master Chef who produced the most appealing 
dish of the day for his flawless chicken rissoles. Mrs Dalabiras was surprised and excited over how well everyone in the class 
competed in this challenge. Our next challenge will be a complete mystery.

By Tahlia Dowell

Eng l i sh  News

Maste r  Chef  Cha l lenge
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Victorian institute of forensic 
medicine

Emir.

Before the Scar Tree Walk
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The science of death – forensic 
science in action

In the last week of the first term, Emily Hall, 
Senior Forensic Technical Officer and OHS 
Consultant from the Victorian Institute 
of Forensic Medicine, gave a talk to the 
forensic science students. Emily talked 
about how her love of science led her to 
her profession. The fascinating lecture 
introduced the students to some of her daily 
work in the pathology department and 
details about the process of investigating 

deaths. The students learned about the 
importance of death investigations, as 
well as on the implications of drawing 
conclusions from death data. 

During the talk, students were introduced 
to the technologies involved in pathology 
medicine, and applied some of their 
new knowledge to create a model for 
distinguishing marks and features of a 

deceased model. Moreover, 
one of our students, Emir 
Tellipinar demonstrated some 
of the Personal Protective 
equipment used when 
conducting autopsies.
 

This was an interesting and an 
engaging opportunity for the 
students not only to see some 
of the practical practices of 
science, but also to have an 
approachable conversation 
with someone from the field of 
our course. 

We thank Emily for 
volunteering her time for our 
class and we hope to arrange 
this again in the future.

Miriam Berkovich, Science/
Biology teacher

This semester in History and Politics we 
went on two educational excursions. 
Ms Maharaj, our teacher, took us to 
the State Library to learn research 
skills and introduce us to the extensive 
facilities available for our use at the 
library. We learnt how to effectively 
find credible information online and 
structure our research. It was really 

interesting to see the old books and 
learn about the history of the building. 
Afterwards I was inspired to explore 
the rest of the library and research my 
project there.

Our second excursion was the Scar Tree 
Walk, which was in the city. This was a 
tour done by two Aboriginal people 
who helped us learn about Aboriginal 
culture and history. We learnt about 
traditional tools used for hunting. One 
of the most interesting things was the 
possum skin with custom carving and 
patterns unique to each person. It was 
a really nice day so it was especially 
fun to walk along the river. 

These two excursions were beneficial 
for our understanding of research skills 
as well as the Aboriginal perspective 

of the colonisation of Australia.

‘We did a research skills workshop and 
I learnt how to conduct really precise 
searches on the internet to make me 
a more effective historian. I have used 
these skills in many classes. On the Scar 
Tree Walk I loved the art we saw at 
the Koorie Heritage Trust. I also learnt 
that indigenous Australians had a lot 
of different tools for different purposes 
and that colonisers contributed to 
deforestation that deprived them of 
their land and access to things for their 
daily lives and I learnt about mangrook 
which is Woiwurung football.’ Phillipa 
De Kock

Written by Bryn Valentine and Sol 
Faulknor

Sausage Sizzles
Thanks to all the folks who 
volunteered their time to help 
out with our massive weekend of 
sizzling sausages. We managed 
to raise a whopping $2943! Thanks also to those who came 
along and ate our sausages. 

Second hand Uniform
Did you know we run a second hand 
School Uniform Shop every Wednesday 
from 8.00-8.45.  You can also drop off any 
re saleable second hand uniform to the office.

Trivia night: Save the Date! 
Trivia night is back so put a circle around 12 October as 
a night out without the kids. The MAC PFA trivia night is a 
great night of fun and fundraising. Bronwen is looking for 
help to organise the night. Email Bronwen: mac.parents.
friends@gmail.com

Next meeting: Monday 5 August

Fo rens ic  Sc ience

His to ry  &  Po l i t ics  Excurs ion

MAC PFA
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Matilda and Rea presenting their pitch

Working on the problem frame Best Pressure Cooker Submission

Cooper & Co  Best Short Challenges 
Award

Cooper and Dylan presenting their pitch 
at the awards night

Danny Pearson listening to Matilda and Rea’s pitch

Facility Finder  Overall Best Solution

Getting Feedback on the Pitch from 
Professionals

Homeless Boards Winners  Best Pitch 
Deck Presentation
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Students from MAC were involved in 
a weeklong entrepreneurial program. 
Students were presented with the 
following problem:
To look at a new opportunity for 
technology to be implemented in your 
community. This could be something 
that helps the community, something 
businesses could use or something that 
helps residents of the region engage in 
technology. Your business needs to come 
up with a way to make money from the 
idea to make your business sustainable, 
can be replicated in other communities 
into the future, and must be viable to get 
investment and support to begin. 

Competing against two other schools, 
our students worked in team to solve 
challenges.
 

Solution 1: Homeless Boards
Team Members: Rea and Matilda
Award: Best Pitch Deck Presentation, 
Best Demonstration Hall Site

Our problem is that homeless people 
especially aged from 18-25 should have 
access to the necessities they need. 
Our directory boards will give homeless 
people directions and information to 
nearby services for them to access easily.

‘I learnt about many skills that I can use 
for business, such as public speaking, 
marketing, financials, presentations and 
many more. My greatest achievement 
was when I created the Pitch Deck 
Slides, in which we won the Best Pitch 
Deck Presentation.’ Rea
 

Solution 2: Cooper & Co
Team Members: Cooper, Griffin, Aiden, 
Emir and Dylan
Award: Best Short Challenges

‘Our problem was people in rural areas 
do not have WiFi or internet connections 
mainly for farms with lots of land. Our 
solution is to supply the landowners and 
help them map out their land to find 
where the best spot to install the WIFI 
and if the land is big we would map 
out where to install WiFi booster. I have 
learnt how to work in groups but under 
pressure and I learnt a lot about starting 
a business. Our greatest achievement 
was winning the Best Short Challenges 
Award.’ Cooper
 

Solution 3: Facility Finder
Team Members: Sebastian, Gus, Lotte, 
Marcella and Jasper
Awards: Best Pressure Cooker Submission, 
Overall Best Solution

‘Our problem was to make the 
community have better accessibility 
to the public facilities. Our product 
would make facilities easy to find as 
well as creating more sustainable small 
businesses. I learnt how hard it is to 
start a business and that just having 
an idea is nowhere near enough. You 
need to be able to work out financials, 
marketing and production just to name 
a few. My greatest achievement was 
probably being able to lead the team 
successfully.’ Marcella
 

Solution 4: Job Finder
Team Members: Xander, Dali, Finn, 
Martin, Adem and Caleb
‘Our problem was youth unemployment. 
Our product aims to connect young 
people with employers. What we learnt 
from this experience was teamwork 
and communication skills. Our greatest 
achievements being involved in the 
program were working with the team 
and getting all the deadlines on point.’ 
Dali
 

Solution 5: Victorian Youth Government
Team members: Tommy, Sam, Sathvik, 
Cruz and Lily
‘Our problem was that youth do not get 
any say in their future. We chose this topic 
because we believed that the people 
higher up in the government do not listen 
to youth when making decisions when it 
comes to our future. We learnt through 
this experience that we need to focus 
on what the target is not what the we 
want to do. The greatest achievement 
I learnt from the program was Fiscal 
Responsibility.’ Lily

i l l uminate :nex tgen Chal lenge

mailto:mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Jens and Nicole

Discussing with primary 
teacher and Heather 
how to get STEM into 

primary schools

Meeting at Woodhill 
high

Tinker table

Learning about 
the engineering 

programs for 
women at 

Woodhill SC

Example 
of stduent 
response 
to ‘draw a 
scientist’ in 
incursion
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In the first week of 
Term 2, Jens and 
Nicole were in 
Scotland as part of 
their MAC Fellowship 
aimed at improving 
the gender balance 
in STEM subjects 
across MAC. 

Jens had established 
a connection well in 
advance with Heather 
Earnshaw from Education 
Scotland. With a 
background in physics, 
Heather has worked 
tirelessly to develop 
connections in schools, 
train program officers and 
develop evidence based 
informative documents 
for schools across Scotland. Heather was 
an incredibly kind woman with a clear 
passion and enthusiasm. When we finally 
met her, we had many rich discussions, 
with such a wealth of knowledge on the 
issue. Heather has a deep understanding 
of the barriers in place and what works to 
address them. She organised a number 
of school visits to see how they have 
attempted to challenge gender bias 
and improve the gender balance. 

Jens and Nicole 
attended Woodmill 
High School, meeting 
students involved 
in primary school 
incursions much like 
our own at MAC, 

and an 
energetic group of female 
students enrolled in a robotics 
tournament as an all girls team. 
As outsiders, students were able 
to speak with us honestly about 
their interactions with teachers, 
how they felt about studying 
male dominated subjects and 
the changes in their confidence (as well 
as their pride when the team of boys lost 
after being so confident). One student, 
who could not stand still as she spoke, 
so eager to share her passion, even 
mentioned she would probably have 
dropped out of school if it weren’t for this 

program.

As many students decide 
whether or not science is for 
them by the age of eleven, 
you cannot address the 
gender imbalance without 
moving into the primary 
school and early childhood 
learning context. Our next 
visit was to Shaw Mhor and 
Ptteuchar early learning 

centres. It was here that we spoke about 
the early formation of these gender bias 
ideas. Staff shared their experience of 
activities such as draw a scientist and 
draw a nurse to draw student attention 
to their own bias. With a huge focus on 
skill based learning and the introduction 
of STEM as a subject much like art into 
the students curriculum, students were 

3D printing wheel trims for carts, 
designing gate systems for little 
bo peep to better manage her 
sheep and solving everyday 
problems. An important message 
was that there was never explicit 
separation and binary of boys 
and girls topics, ideas, activities, 
books, corners etc. Language 
and the suggestions we give to 
girls and boys as well as the way 
we deal with behavioural issues 
was an important area to reflect 

on for staff in tackling gender imbalance.

Then came the more top down serious 
stuff, meeting with the key policy 
developers, and department leaders 
from Education Scotland (the equivalent 
of the Department of Education). We 
discussed the layered issues and the 
challenge with embedding something. 
It was mentioned getting the public 
to wear seatbelts and not partake 
in drink driving took 20 years, and for 
any lasting change there needs to be 
comprehensive and continued efforts 
from all sectors. We met with Ian from 
Skills Development Scotland, Gayle Duffy 
from RAiSE, Jean Hopman from Edinburgh 
Science and Talat Yaqoob from Equate 

Scotland, all with the same 
message of equality, inclusion and 
a strong evidence backing behind 
what they do to connect industry, 
education, careers education and 
care taking all moving towards a 
more gender balanced future.

We could talk for hours about the 
research and discussions that have 

enriched our understanding of how to 
tackle gender imbalance, but instead 
we might leave you with a few take 
home messages:
• Gender imbalance is an issue for 

both genders, less boys in biology 
and nursing, less girls in engineering 
and IT, it affects us all to have this 
inequality in place.

• Research has shown that in 
our society there is widespread 
disrespect for women, high rates 
of domestic abuse and high rates 
of male suicide. These are some 
examples of how these issue affect 
us all.

• Sometimes to bridge the gender 
gap, you need to hook people 
in with gender stereotypes. My 

favourite example of this from the 
fellowship is putting pink ribbons on 
building blocks. This is different to 
getting girls to build stereotypical 
girl things (like build a barbie house), 
it is simply the initial way to hook 
students into something which might 
not normally appeal to them given 
the stereotype.

• Stereotype threat exists and impacts 
on performance significantly. An 
example of this is the gender tick box 
on a maths test; studies have shown 
this variable alone can result in 
women underperforming on maths 
tests as a result of being reminded of 
their gender.

• Improvements in a school requires 
strong leadership to back up the 
initiatives put in place.

To move forward, we need not make a 
big deal of people doing non gender 
stereotypical things. It should not be 
ground breaking to be a male nurse 
or female engineer; however, at the 
moment in a time when there are barriers 
to moving into a field in which you are not 
the predominant gender, it is significant.

Language can be central to drawing 
people into a career/subject/activity. 
While at Dynamic Earth, we heard of 
how in their brochure they advertised 
an activity using the terms ‘building, 
coding and digital making’ and 100% 
of attendees were male. When they 
changed the language to include 
‘tinkering’ 100% of the attendees were 
female.

So what are we going to do?
Well, the plan has begun 
rolling with a review of the 
language in the school 
handbook, the development 
of a weekly email to go out 
to staff, an assessment of 
implicit bias amongst staff, 
student surveys, primary 
school incursions with a 
section to ‘draw a scientist’ 
(and revealing a real scientist 
who is in fact a woman). 

 

We are keen to hear from the MAC 
community in how best to approach 
this multi-faceted issue, to improve 
outcomes for all students, regardless of 
their gender.

Nicole Dobson and Jens Boerenemeyer

MAC Fe l lowsh ip  Update : Improv ing  the  Gender  Ba lance
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Everyone loved the Dome 
Reading Room

Learning about Melbourne

Loving Hosier Lane

IMG_0246IMG_0244

IMG_0238

IMG_8070
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Written by Maxim William Tait

Melbourne CBD Trail
On February 18, Ms Maharaj’s 
Intermediate English had the 
opportunity to go on a tour around 
Melbourne’s CBD taking notes and 
recording the diverse street art and 
graffiti in Hosier Lane. We saw many 
talented performers and musicians 
on Swanston Street and the little 
shops along the many famous 
streets of the Melbourne CBD. We 
did this to collect information to 
assist us with our persuasive unit of 
work about the City of Melbourne.

Overall this excursion was really fun 
and was a great way to do work and hang out with friends. 
My favourite part being the many amazing graffiti designs.

Batmania Tour
As part of this unit, Ms Maharaj also organised for our 
Intermediate English class to have a tour around the State 
Library where we learnt about Melbourne’s indigenous 
history, convict William Buckley and Melbourne’s 
development from a colony in 1835 to the Melbourne we 

know today.

This was a very interesting excursion 
as we got to explore the great rooms 
and books of the State Library and 
my personal favourite would be the 
most expensive book in the world. 

‘My favourite part about the State 
Library was how big it was and the 
way it was built. I learnt that anything 
that is printed in Victoria has to go to 
the State Library. ‘ Alex Hulme

‘The amount of homeless people in Hosier Lane really 
surprised me. I think that there are too many homeless people 
in Melbourne and I think we need to fix it by providing more 
homeless shelters and find a way 
to make sure that they have food 
and somewhere to stay at night. 
At the State Library I learnt about 
Melbourne’s Indigenous heritage 
and surrounds. I learnt about how 
the colonists blew up the waterfall 
in the Yarra near Princes Bridge’ 
Tom Morrisey

The Mock United Nations Conference (MUNC) was a great opportunity to learn 
about our designated countries, Qatar and Syria. It was really interesting to see 
things from a different perspective, instead of our own. Many of the clauses we 
were arguing for, or against, we disagreed completely with our country, so it was 
challenging.

We got ready with our teacher Ms Maharaj, who came with us for both days, and 
helped us prepare for it all. We researched as many topics as we could before the 
day, and worked together as a team.

Jacinta started a bit of a revolution because the 
Secretary General was not taking ‘points of order’. 
A point of order is when a delegate can make a 

comment to, or question the delegate that has just finished speaking. Jacinta used a point 
of order to ask the Secretary General why he had not accepted any points of order that 
day. Jacinta’s point of order sparked a revolution, and ended up getting the Secretary 
General kicked out of his seat for the rest of the debate. He did not mind of course, as that 
is part of the process to see whether we would in fact challenge authority figures when 
they were not following process.

We got in teams with other schools for the benefit of our country, which was an advantage 
for both countries. The MUNC gave us an opportunity to meet new people with the same interests, gave us more 
confidence in public speaking and taught us the importance of research to back up arguments. 

After this Marcella and Jactina represented MAC along with Ms Maharaj at a Rotary breakfast. Rotary kindly donated 
$1000 to MAC because we pitched an idea about a book we would like to crowdfund and publish written, edited and 
illustrated by our students. This was part of a Writers’ Hub project we completed in 2018. Stay tuned for more on that in the 

next few weeks. 

Lastly, we would like to thank Flemington Kensington 
Rotary for sponsoring us and their generous and 
continued support of the things we do at MAC. 
Special mentions to Newton Langford who 
organised things for us and was our Rotary contact 
and to Lesley McCarthy the Flemington Kensington 
Rotary President.

Written by Zebib, Marcella and Jacinta

Marve l lous  Melbourne

Mock UN Confe rence
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Inside an ICU roomInside an emergency 
trauma room

Mock Emergency scenario

Physiotherapy
Occupational 

Therapy

Image of the Resource Centre Website
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What’s new?
Some great new books on the New 
Book shelf. Make sure you check them 
out.
• Belonging
• Between the Blade and the Heart
• Children of Blood and Bone
• Chromatopia
• Elementals: Ice Wolves
• Gentleman’s Guide to Vice and 

Virtue 
• Genuine Fraud
• I was Born for This
• Navigating the Stars
• One of Us is Lying
• Poet X
• Punchlines
• Release
• Scythe
• Still Life with Tornado
• The Astonishing Colour of After
• The Belles
• The Bone Sparrow
• The Cruel Prince
• The Hate U Give
• The Loneliest First in the Universe
• The Patchwork Bike
• The Silver Sword
• The Upside of Unrequited
• Too Much Lip
• Turtles All The Way Down
• Warcross
• What If It’s Us
• Window

Inky Awards
Our collection of the Inky Award books 
continues to grow. The Inky Awards 
are books that have been read by 
teenagers and judged by them as the 
best books of the year. There are two 
categories: Gold Inky representing 
the Australian books, and Silver Inky 
representing books from around the 
world. Read more about the Inky 
Awards on the Inside a Dog website. 

Resource Centre website

Have you visited the new Resource 
Centre Catalogue yet? I have now 
added a bunch of resources there for 
anyone who is wanting to do research. 
Through the catalogue you are able 
to see what books we have, see what 
you have on loan, renew and reserve 
books, and review books you have 
read. 

You will need your student ID and 
Compass password to get in. You can 
find the link to the website in Compass 

under the School Favourites.

Premiers’ Reading Challenge
How are you going with the Premiers’ 
Reading Challenge? The challenge 
for all Years 7-10 
students is open until 6 
September. It’s great to 
see how many students 
have plunged in with 
the challenge.

See your English teacher if you are 
unsure of how to register your books. 

Overdue books
Any students who have books overdue 
from last year and the beginning of 
the year will have had a charge for 
the replacement book put on their 
school fees. 

A reminder to all that books can be 
borrowed for two weeks, and may be 
renewed two (2) times. If you would 
like to renew your book, bring it to the 
Resource Centre either before or after 
school, or during lunch or recess.

Want a book for the library?
If there is a book that you really want 
to have in the library, send me an 
email and I’ll see if we can purchase it. 

Meg Dunley
Resource Centre Manager

On Thursday 9 May the VCAL students 
attended the P.A.R.T.Y. Program at the 
Royal Melbourne Hospital. The Prevent 
Alcohol and Risk-Related Trauma in 
Youth (P.A.R.T.Y.) program is a dynamic, 
interactive injury prevention and health 
promotion program. It is designed 
specifically for young people to show 
them firsthand some of the tragic 
consequences that can occur if they 
participate in risk-taking behaviour, as well 
as the choices they can make 
to avoid trauma and injury.

Students commenced the morning with a few 
different presentations including an Introduction 
to the P.A.R.T.Y. program and trauma, followed 
by an Emergency Consultant who spoke about 
traumatic injuries. Students then enjoyed the 

Ambulance Victoria 
presentation learning 
about calling ‘000’ and 
the chain of survival before 
rotating through three different parts 
of the hospital: Emergency, ICU and 
the Trauma Ward.

The afternoon session began with a 

presentation by an injury survivor who spoke 
about the impact of trauma on their life before 
participating in practical sessions. These sessions 
included rotations through the physiotherapy 
room using different types of equipment to help 
with rehabilitation; the occupational therapy 
room attempting to do basic activities of daily 
living such as getting into the bath while in a 
splint or brace; and an orthotics/prosthetics 
demonstration where students tried on splints, 
braces and supports as well as prosthetic limbs.

The day was an extremely valuable 
learning opportunity. Students expressed 
the importance of making correct choices 
had such an impact on them. Staff and 
students would like to thank Kylie (P.A.R.T.Y. 
Program Coordinator), the P.A.R.T.Y. 
Program Volunteers and staff at Royal 
Melbourne Hospital for 
providing student with 
such a valuable learning 
experience. It is certainly 

an excursion that students will not forget.

Lynn Bentley, Michelle Hynson and Clarke 
Mitchell.

Resource Cent re  News

P.A.R.T.Y.  Program Excursion
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With the end of term near approaching, time has come to look back on the 
great achievements of Athena house. Earlier this term Athena had phenomenal 
participation in the Whole School Cross Country. We’re hoping to be able to 
claim all three sport trophies this year, which will be made possible entirely by the 
dedicated and talented people we have in the house. 

Athena’s fundraising efforts have also been extremely successful, with over $360 
raised for our charity Doctors without Borders from our last two fundraisers alone. 
In this coming week, we will grow that amount with the completion of our third 
fundraiser. Athena leadership is currently in the process of planning our fourth 
fundraiser, which is due by the end of the term and hope to continue raising our 
fundraising total.

Athena is very proud of Marcella, Jacinta and Zebib who attended the Mock UN 
Conference this term representing the MAC Community. Marcella, Jacinta and 
Solomon Faulknor were part of the MAC Debate team that have competed in a 
total of four events so far.

On behalf of the Athena leadership team, we look forward to the rest of the year 
and the future success of our house. Go Athena!

Alex Langley
House Captain

A t h e n a  H o u s e

House  News
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Wendy, Faith & VioletMirandaJackson, Yannik, Lucy,Lotte & 
Miranda

Inas, Bethany & ##Gura,Anthony & Jerry

MartinLucyArisAndrew & Riley
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Since our last Poseidon News Report, 
our students have continued to 
demonstrate a sound participation in 
school events and have achieved 3,380 
points since the beginning of the school 
year.

We have had a wide array of scheduled 
competitions and activities this term 
where our students have further 
bonded with each other, made the 
most of learning opportunities and even 
engaged in some friendly competition! 
Our students enjoyed a staged photo 
shoot and being a part of the Scalzo 
Project. Some participated in the 
Primary Science Incursion, student-led 
school tours and visiting Hampton Park 
School to promote MAC’s teaching and 
learning model. Our students competed 
in the Chess Victoria competitions and 
Intermediate Soccer, Football & Netball 
across both the girls and boys teams.

Fundraising has always been key 
strength for Poseidon House with our 
current fundraiser involving a guess as 
to how many chocolate items are in 
our confectionery box. Participation is 
welcome from our students, teachers, 
parents and wider school community 
so please feel free to come and take 
a guess! Your donation will go to our 
longstanding charity, My Room.

Sophie Dalabiras
Head of Poseidon House

Fundraiser
Poseidon House recently held a 
fundraiser in support of the International 
Day against Homophobia, Biphobia 
and Transphobia through encouraging 
students to dress up in rainbow colours 
on Monday 20 May and donating a 
gold coin. We raised just over $200 of 
which will go directly to our charity MY 
ROOM in support of childhood cancer 
research.
Miranda Hammond

Poseidon’s Cross Country Report
MAC’s 2019 Cross Country was held 
on Friday 17 May at Travancore Park. 
Once again Poseidon House has shown 
team spirit and dedication. Some 
walked along the tracks having a good 
chat with friends and some raced from 
start to finish like there was no tomorrow. 
All participants got icy poles after they 
passed the finish line, which was a great 
way to refresh on a delightfully sunny 
autumn day. We all enjoyed ourselves 
whether we were kicking a football 
around the field, or sitting under the 
shaded areas. Poseidon students 
supported and cheered each other 
on. The voices of Poseidon made the 
runners run even faster as they heard 
the cheering and clapping coming from 
the other side of the fence. Congrats to 
all Poseidon students that placed in the 
Top 5 in all age groups. Wish everyone 
that is representing MAC at Divisionals 
the best of luck.  
Bethany Tang

Master Chef
In Master Chef we have cooked both 
savoury and sweet foods such as Anzac 
biscuits, apple turnovers, chocolate 
crackles, chicken noodle soup, chicken 
pad thai, laksa. We’ve also been able 
to pick our own choice of recipe on 
some occasions, when we cook in the 
kitchen we switch between partners, 
sometimes we choose our partners 
sometimes our teacher picks them. 
On some occasions we do theory but 
most of the time we get to cook. Before 
we cook we have to always put on an 
apron, and wash our hands. Before we 
actually start cooking, Mrs Dalabiras 
goes through the recipe with us.
Lucy Churches
Car Wash
We are chose to set up and run a 
car washing business for our major 

assessment in our Who Wants To Be A 
Millionaire? elective.

We washed three teacher’s cars (Mr 
Huynh Diep, Mr McVeigh, Clark Mitchell) 
in two hours from lunch throughout last 
period to 3:50pm on 24/05/19.

We brought our own equipment such 
as soap, sponges, towels, air freshener, 
window cleaner and tyre cleaner…

We have been provided with water 
and electricity (from the principal) if 
we pay an annual fee and Steve (the 
maintenance guy) has kindly given us 
a pressure hose, extension cord, hose 
and tap.

Clark’s car was the first to be washed. 
We started by using the pressure hose 
to clean his car and then fill up the two 
buckets one with water and one with 
soap and then Andrew and Francis 
washed the car with sponges as Riley 
and Zari vacuum the inside, we finished 
by rinsing down the car…

Our second car was Mr Huynh Diep. BUT 
for some reason the car was left with 
air bubbles despite following the same 
process as our first car. Our third car 
turned out like the second car.

Assumptions
• Sponges: worked perfectly…
• Soap: worked well
• Vacuum: worked well
• Towels: didn’t dry enough of the 

car…
• System and steps: worked well
• Pressure Hose: worked well for 

Clarks car but we couldn’t make 
it work properly for the rest of the 
cars…

• Water usage: not very good a lot of 
water wasted…

• Electricity usage: worked well…
• Time: could be Quicker…
Riley Walsh

P o s e i d o n  H o u s e

mailto:mount.alexander.712@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Demonstrating the activity of yeastCurtis explaining

Women in physics breakfast

STEM tower street scienceSTEM tower street science STEM street science

STEM street scienceSTEM challenges in Street scienceSTEM challenge in street science STEM challenge in Street Science

Viewing in a microscopethe science of butter and toastlighting a Bunsen burner(1)Hannah and Curtis activity of 
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Term 2 has been a term for camp applications 
for students who have expressed interest in 
pursuing science outside of class on their own 
time. We have three camps with two students 
applying to each camp this year, be sure to 
hear a report from them in Term 3!

• Alex Langley, Ella Klassen and Reet 
Dhillon are applying for the National 
Youth Science Forum, an apparently life 
changing camp for students in Year 11 
moving into Year 12.

• The conocophillips science experience: 
Riley Baker and Bilhah

• Spark engineering camp: Lavinia 
Moneiro Da Silva and Nahom Tekulu. 

Students always report back positive 
experiences about these camps, and I ask 
all students attending a camp to pass on 
the word to their peers after the experience. 
Thank you also to Flemington Rotary for 
sponsoring two of these camps; you make 
our lives easier.

In Street Science during our STEM unit, 
students have been working hard to solve 
problems, using their creative problem 
solving in bridge building, catapult making, 
tower building, robotic hand construction 
and more! Throughout these lessons, students 
have been reading the latest articles with 
analyses of STEM in education and the issues 
we face in science. 

‘In Street Science we have started to 
learn about STEM. STEM stands for science, 

technology, engineering and maths. At the 
start of a lesson, we begin with a reading, 
reading about many STEM projects. Through 
the term we have done many projects 
including making a bridge out of icy pole 
sticks, the bridge had to hold 10kg. We also 
made a paper house and had to insulate the 
house to freeze milk with materials such as foil 
icy pole sticks and polystyrene foam. STEM 
has been fun and we look forward to doing 
STEM in the future.’ Jack Shears

Science incursion with Kensington PS Grade 
3 students
‘We had adorable Year 3 girls and boys from 
Kensington Primary school come in to learn 
more about science. At the beginning Mrs 
Dobson introduced a scientist to us named 
Bava, who is in her Bachelor of Science. 
After that the kids were split into three groups 
according to colours. They went around 
to each of the MAC presenters and had 
fun experimenting and learning new facts. 
They finished off by writing down how they 
felt about the day then we said goodbye.’ 
Bilhah Ryan

Women in Physics breakfast
On Thursday 30 May, Aziza organised an 
excursion for the women in physics in our 
school. Ella, Reet, Aura, Phillipa and Lavinia 
got up bright and early on a crisp morning 
leaving the school at 6:45 am. We caught the 
tram and joined the breakfast with over 100 
students from schools all over the state. 

Amanda Caples (Victoria’s Lead Scientist) 

began the talk with the message that ‘It 
can take thousands of failures to have one 
success. Don’t let anyone say no to you.’ Suzie 
Sheehy spoke in length about her journey to 
the development of particle accelerators, 
which are used for treatments in cancer for 
targeted treatment in cancer.

We learned that there are 35,000 particle 
accelerators in the world and half are in 
medical applications. Cancer survival rates 
have doubled since the 1970s; however, 
there are still many issues with the technology 
in developing countries, which Suzie is heavily 
involved in improving. Her new technology 
is aimed at using charged particles instead 
of x-rays to control the dose distribution in 
treating cancer. The example of where this 
would be more useful would be in about 10% 
of cases, such as a child with cancer near 
the spine. This can be complicated as more 
precise and accurate tools in a body can 
be difficult to control. As you breathe your 
entire body moves and the machine needs 
to keep up with that motion.

Suzie’s final message was: ‘We study science 
in these silos. biology, chemistry, physics and 
psychology but the interesting areas are in 
these boundaries and cross-overs.’ Aziza 
asked the question ‘What advice would you 
give your Year 12 self?’ Suzie replied, ‘My 16 
year old self had no idea what was coming. 
I have done more than I expected and the 
world is so big. I think the advice I would give 
to myself would be to try and be less afraid of 
what will happen and enjoy it.’

Sc ience Update
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Last week, during International Student Study Club, a group of Chinese and Vietnamese 
social workers from the Federation of Chinese Association came to MAC have a workshop 
with our Internationals students. It was held in two different rooms led by Chinese and 
Vietnamese social workers. 

The scope of the work shop aims to teach international students how to cope with stress/
home sick while living and studying in Australia with host family; where to seek for help, 
how to help others in need; understanding forms of additions such as gambling, gaming, 
shopping, eating etc; educate the students to be aware of 
mental health awareness and where to seek help.

Our students’ feedback is really positive, I am excited to work 
on the follow up session in the near future. 

Siwei Li, International Student Coordinator

During Semester 1, we have seen many positive displays from 
our students and most importantly with excellent community 
spirit and respectful bonds amongst young people. As part 
of the Student Personal Development Program the following 
student leaders Kobe Helu, Alex Langley, Jerry Ng, Ella Klassen, 
Jacinta Klassen, Inas Adil Ahmed and Marcella Martin have 
volunteered to be MAC mentors to Debney Meadows 
Primary School for Grade 5 and 6 students. The focus of this 
wellbeing program is for MAC students to develop a sense of 
community, respect individual differences and feel a sense 
of purpose. These skills are encouraged through academic 
support, rapport building and fun based activities with students 
from DMPS. These sessions are weekly on Tuesday and will also 
include several excursions to Mt Atkinson. 

In addition, to the MAC mentor program Alex, Jerry, Ella, 
Jacinta, Inas and Marcella and Ayden Schnabel (Year 7) 
have been volunteering their time to attend DMPS Thursday 
afternoon homework support. All students have received 
outstanding praise from DMPS staff and student feedback 
always rates the MAC students as a highlight for attending the 
program. 

The MAC mentor program and DMPS homework support 
program are examples of MAC students going the extra mile, I 
have been most appreciative of their efforts and grateful to be 
part of the great work of our MAC students are doing. 

Carmel Nielsen, Student Wellbeing Coordinator

Soc ia l  Worker  V i s i t s  In te rnat iona l  S tudents

S tudent  Wel lbe ing
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Aretmis’ Omar putting 
in the hard yards. Well 

done on finishing 1st for 
the Year 7s

Apollo flying the flags on the walk 
from MAC to the event

Poseidon’s Yannik running the 2.5 
course

rivals on the day, friends for a 
photo

Senior students ‘walking’ the 
event

Teachers enjoying beautfiul Cross 
Country weather

Kobe leading the 
cheer

Intermediate Footy 2019 The Drought 
Breaking Team

JohnFaulkner2

IMG20190508155316 IMG20190508155310
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Miranda 
celebrating her 

goal

Tahlia defending 
like a champ

Marcella making 
her way down the 

court with style

mid court 
madness

Marcella timing 
her leap

Julia watching 
the play

Intermediate 
netball girls team

Billy eyeing off 
her opposition
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Cross Country

On Friday 17 May, after attending two periods of class all MAC staff and students 
went to the Essendon Hockey Fields for Cross Country. The 2.5 km course was 
first completed by the Year 11s and 12s. It was a nice run along the creek, but 
you had to have a sticker marked off to make sure nobody cheated. Next up 
were the Year 10s. The Year 9s, 8s then lastly the Year 7s. At the finish you traded 
in your sticker for a nice refreshing zooper dooper. The races were followed by 
a few fun games like tug of war, there were a few house vs house games and 
then a students vs teachers game. It was a good day, and from it the school 
has got a squad of 40 from all year levels to compete at the divisional cross 
country carnival on the 4th of June.

Riley Walsh, Above Entry Student

Intermediate Football

On 29 May the MAC Intermediate AFL team travelled to Buckley 
Park footy oval and competed against Buckley Park College, Rosehill 
Secondary, Strathmore Secondary and Essendon Keilor College. The 
team played really well and demonstrated some great examples of 
teamwork. As a result MAC got their first ever AFL win in the schools 
recent memory against EKC by two goals! We have made history!! 
Some standouts were Darcy, Archie, Raymond, Elias, Tom, Jerry, 
Anthony

Tom and Jerry

MAC Soccer Academy: Captains Log Book 2019 - John Faulkner

My name’s Jerry and I’m the captain of the MAC Soccer Academy. 
On Monday 27 May we played against John Faulkner College 
in Brunswick. I scored two goals with Ibbi also contributing with a 
goal and two assists. It was the team’s first proper match and we’re 
already showing great signs! Although the result didn’t go our way, 
5-3. The boys should all be very proud of themselves for giving their 
best on the pitch and for working very hard at training! Keep up the 
great work!

Jerry MAC Soccer Academy Captain

Netball Girls
It was a cold winter’s day when our intermediate team set off to play interschool netball in 
Broadmeadows. Our day started off well with a first round win where we dominated the attacking 
goal circle, scoring many. Our second and third games were not as successful but we grew as 
a team and improved our skills and tactics. Ms Stephens favourite coaching tip was to, ‘get in 
front!’ when leading for the ball. The day ended with a close and evenly matched game and 

we scored a penalty shot after the siren to secure the win. - The Netball Team

Spor t s  Page
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A few weeks ago the Year 9s went to try a 
trade in Footscray and there were many 
shows about careers including army and 
police. As a Year 9 myself I got something 
out of it and all the Year 9s got something 
out of it. 

By Thomas 

T ry  a  T rade
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Victorian Legal Service VCAL Workshop
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The VCAL Learning for Life students had a guest speaker from Victoria Legal Aid 
to discuss their rights and responsibilities on social media. The Learning for Life 
Program focuses on personal development and accessing community resources 
to build on students’ understanding of their local area.

Lynn Bentley

Going to the Careers Expo has helped me decide on what I want 
to do in the future (my career pathway). I enjoyed learning of the 
choices I have as a high school student, and that there's always many 
ways one can do what they want in life. I enjoyed talking with other 
students from different schools, sharing our ideas on what we want 
to do in the future and so on. Overall I felt satisfied and educated on 
everything.

By Hiyat Bakata

It is difficult to keep up with the ever changing world 
of work. In order to provide our Year 7 students with 
the exposure to different careers, we held our first 
ever Careers Speed Dating event here at MAC. Our 
students had the opportunity to speak to 12 different 
professionals about their work. We were fortunate to 
have a very diverse range of volunteers meeting 
with our students, highlighting that there are a lot 
of different professions available after Year 12. We 
would like to thank Ardoch and all our volunteers in 
supporting us to make this event happen.

Clark Mitchell and Jens Boernemeyer

VCAL

Year  7  Careers  Speed Dat ing

VCE Careers  Expo
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Marcella Charlotte and Jerry at the 
Youth Summit

At Marvel Stadium

#vicyouthsummit
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As part of the Victorian youth week, the Huddle team escorted us, a 
group of students from Mount Alexander College, to the Victoria Youth 
Summit at Marvel Stadium on April 5.

It was the empty Marvel stadium that first grabbed our attention but we 
were quickly distracted when Gabrielle Williams Minister for Youth asked 
us to join her for an insta post. We listened to keynote speakers share their 
advice on navigating the complexities of the future world of work.

There was a call for educational reform to better prepare students 
to transition into non-linear career pathways. We feel positive that 
the empowerment model at MAC better prepares us for workforce 
uncertainty than traditional school models because at MAC there is 

a focus on enterprise skills/ transferable skills not just an accumulation 
of technical skills. FYA (Foundation for Young Australians) research suggests that we (young 
people) will have 17 jobs across five different careers. Change is becoming the new norm in 
employment; therefore, we need to be adaptable resilience workers with a broad and diverse 
skill set.

‘Such an amazing experience! The workshop after lunch opened my eyes to so many new 
ideas and thoughts relating to the future world of work.’ Marcella Martin

‘It’s hard to believe that in 10 years I will be working and there will be sectors that don’t currently exist.’ Jerry Ng

‘Very insightful experience, it is exciting to think about all the different possibilities and opportunities for my future.’ Charlotte 
Maisse

Emily O’Halloran, Charlotte, Jerry and Marcella

Youth  Summi t
Marve l l ing  a t  Marve l

School Events
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READINGS TEEN 
ADVISORY BOARD 

Readings Bookshop are currently looking for a 
new intake of teenagers (aged 14-19) to join 
their advisory board, starting in July 2019. The 
board meets on the third Monday of each 
month at 4.30pm in Carlton. Sadly, they do 
not currently have facilities to enable remote 
access for board members.  To apply, please 
tell them why you would like to take part, 
the types of books you like to read and why 
you love visiting bookshops. Your application 
should be a single-page document of no more 
than 500 words, in either Word or PDF format, 
addressing the points above and including 
your name, age and contact details. 

Send it to teenadvisoryboard@readings.com.
au by 5pm, Friday 21 June, 2019.

Community Notices

Do you know an Incredible 
Music Teacher?
The Song Room and ARIA are excited to announce 
that nominations for the third Telstra ARIA Music 
Teacher of the Year Award are now open!

Last year, Scott Maxwell, from Grant High School in 
South Australia had his very own rockstar experience 
when he shared the red carpet with Australian music 
legends and was celebrated as the 2018 award 
winner! 

He was one of four music teachers from across 
Australia chosen as a nominee for the 2018 award. 
ARIA Ambassadors Guy Sebastian, Justine Clarke, 
Thelma Plum and Brisbane pop band, Sheppard 
visited their schools and helped to tell their stories.

Want your teacher to be in the running to win the 
2019 Telstra ARIA Music Teacher of the Year Award? 

Enter them before July 1st!!
www.ariamusicteacheraward.com.au/

Children’s Crossing
The children’s crossing on Pin 
Oak Crescent (near Waltham 
Street) will be removed at 
the end of Term 2, 2019. This 
is based on the low number 
of primary students crossing 
at this location. If you have 
any questions please contact 
James Kempen (Traffic and 
Transport Engineer, Moonee 
Valley Council) on 9243 1671.

Advertise 

with us
Email: 

mount.alexander.712
@edumail.vic.gov.au
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FOSTER CARE INFORMATION NIGHT
Ever thought about fostering children or young people?

Anglicare Victoria is looking for people who have a place in their heart for 
a child in need of a safe home. Care can be short term or long term. 
INFORMATION SESSION:  
Thursday 27th June  |  7.00pm - 8.00pm 
Anglicare North West Region
Come along to find out more & have your questions answered.  
To book or to receive an information package please contact 
The Volunteer and Recruitment Worker on 9396 7400 
or carer.info@anglicarevic.org.au  
MAKE A DIFFERENCE IN A CHILD’S LIFE. . . AND YOUR OWN!

03 9396 7400  |  anglicarevic.org.au
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Special Offer for Mt Alexander College Students -
2 x FREE TRIAL CLASSES
For bookings call 1300 332 623 or contact us via
the website www.twoshoesdance.com.au

CHEERLEADING & ACRO CLASSES
@ MOUNT ALEXANDER COLLEGE

Men’s wellness fundraiser
Improve your wellbeing with expert speakers 

who will share valuable advice. 
 Bid in a silent auction for signed jumpers by the 
Essendon and North Melbourne Football Clubs, 

a year golf membership and a Sims Sport Package.
         All funds raised 
           will be donated to 

Flemington
Wednesday 12 June, 6.30pm-8.00pm

Free, bookings necessary. 
Book online: bit.ly/libraryeventsmv 

Ice Skating Rink Takeover
Valley Youth is taking over the Winter 
Fest ice skating rink, exclusively for 
young people! Dress in theme and 
bring your friends. Check the Valley 
Youth Facebook page for more 
details.
For young people aged 12-25.
Details:
Wednesday July 3 – 3pm-5pm and 
Thursday July 4 – 6pm-8pm
Pratt St, Moonee Ponds
Cost: $5

Drop in @ Flemington Community 
Centre
Playstation Tournament – FIFA Soccer
Thursday July 4 and July 11 – 5pm-
7.30pm
Cost: Free

Girls Self Defence Class
Flemington Community Centre
Thursday July 4 and July 11 – 5pm-6pm
Cost: Free

Futsal Tournament
Meet at Flemington Community 
Centre at 10.30am
10.30am-3.30pm
Cost: Free

Hidden Figures Movie Screening
Valley Youth’s Girls Got This program 
are putting on the amazing film 
“Hidden Figures” for the school 
holidays! Stay out of the cold and 
watch the inspiring story of the women 
at NASA who launched astronaut John 
Glenn into orbit. Snacks provided. 
Movie starts at 3pm.
For girls aged 12-16.
Activity details:
Monday July 8, 2.45pm-5.30pm
Avondale Heights Library
Cost: Free

Valley Youth School Holiday Events
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ASCOT VALE
Kettlebell

KettleFit is a dynamic group training 
studio specialising in KettleBell 
functional fitness.

Our workouts are super effective and 
efficient, and will get you the results 
you want, no matter your fitness level 
when you start.

We invite Mt Alexander College 
parents to come down and try a FREE 
session.

Access our class schedule and 
contact us through our website:

www.kettlefit.com.au
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