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Returning students
show they’re all class
BACK TO SCHOOL
Adam Carey
Madeleine Heffernan

There were no hugs or high ﬁves,
but buzz and chatter were plentiful
among the year 11 and 12 students of
Mount Alexander College on
Tuesday.
Returning to school for the ﬁrst
time in two months, friends Eloise
Klassen, Haniyah Abdousaid and
Kyla Bokelunde were all pleased to
be back, for different reasons.
Eloise said she was excited to see
her friends, and even her teachers.
Haniyah had a lot of questions for
her teachers about things that she
wasn’t able to clarify while learning
from home.
Kyla was relieved to escape a full
house she shared with two other
students (her brother and sister)

and her two noisy, housebound
parents.
‘‘It was hard, because my parents
had Zoom meetings as well. They
were working . . . and I couldn’t
actually talk to my teachers because
of the background noises of my
parents,’’ Kyla said.
Not everyone at the government
secondary school in Flemington was
thrilled to be there.
Brenton Henry, 18, stood out
among his classmates in his
dramatic face mask, ornately
patterned with skulls with ﬂowers
growing out of the eye sockets.
‘‘My mum, she wouldn’t allow me
outside if I wasn’t wearing this,’’ he
said.
He wasn’t certain students should
be back yet, at least on health
grounds.
‘‘It’s not really ideal to come back.

Expressions of interest are sought for
membership of the Radiation Advisory
Committee of the Department of Health and
Human Services. The term of the current
members of the Radiation Advisory Committee
expires on 17 August 2020. The Committee
consists of at least 5 members appointed by
the Minister for Health and considers, advises
and reports to the minister or the secretary of
the department on any matter relating to the
administration of the Radiation Act 2005 or
the Radiation Regulations 2017 referred to it
by the minister or the secretary. Prospective
members will have to undergo probity checks,
including a police check. The Victorian
Government is committed to ensuring that
government boards and committees reflect
the composition of the Victorian community.
This includes appropriate representation of
women, regional Victorians, Aboriginal people,
young Victorians, Victoria’s culturally diverse
community and Victorians with disability.

TOURISM
Josh Dye

FR1890

Applications close on 9 June 2020.

NATAGED1 A006

enough, but certainly we will be
encouraging students to try to
maximise the amount of space
between them.’’
Across town in Mount Waverley,
the kiss and drop-off at Holy Family
Primary School was slower and
more tender than usual as pupils in
prep, grade 1 and grade 2 returned
to classroom teaching.
Amelia Younane said her
daughters Cecilia and Lila were glad
to be back at school.
‘‘After nine weeks at home, they
pretty much haven’t left the house,’’
Mrs Younane said. ‘‘They’re ready
and raring to be back, to see their
friends and to see their teachers and
have that social connection.’’
Another Holy Family mother,
Michelle Elias, said while she loved
seeing her daughter Ella learn
during remote schooling, it was

Flights get cheaper
for school holidays

Call for expressions of
interest for membership of the
Radiation Advisory Committee
of the Department of Health
and Human Services:

For further information, contact Morrie Facci
on 9096 0372.

We’re not sure whether it’s safe or
not, but apparently the government
is prioritising the economy rather
than people’s health at this point. I
guess it’s understandable.’’
Principal Dani Angelico said she
was feeling emotional at the return
of about 130 of her students. Hundreds more will follow on June 9
when the year 7s to year 10s return.
Mount Alexander College is a
small school and on an ordinary day,
over 500 students cram into just
three halls to get to their lockers.
The school is staggering its start
times and has closed the communal
kitchenette, although social
distancing is not always practical.
‘‘It’s a bit hard because if you do
the maths you can’t actually socially
distance in these classrooms,’’ Ms
Angelico said. ‘‘We don’t physically
have classrooms that are big

Mount Alexander College year 12 student
Brenton Henry (left) and Michelle Elias with her
prep-pupil daughter, Ella.
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Flights between Sydney and
Melbourne will be much cheaper
during the July school holidays
than they have been in April and
May as travel restrictions ease
and airlines try to lure passengers back on board.
With all state borders closed
except the one between NSW
and Victoria, travel between the
two states looks set to be the only
option for residents seeking domestic travel during the midyear school break.
Despite warnings of exorbitant prices for ﬂights after the
lockdown, there are some reasonable fares on the horizon.
Flights between Sydney and
Melbourne are still limited to a
handful a day, with some return
fares above $1000. Prices remain
expensive through June despite
the easing of restrictions before

cheaper fares become available
in July.
For example, there is only a
single one-way ﬂight available
from Sydney to Melbourne this
Friday and a ticket costs $799
with Virgin. There are no
Melbourne-to-Sydney
seats
available on Friday and no seats
in either direction available with
Qantas.
Next weekend a return ticket
from Sydney to Melbourne with
Virgin costs $1158. But come
July, ﬂights are much more affordable. Virgin is selling oneway tickets between Sydney and
Melbourne from $149 while
Qantas ﬂights start at $160 and
Jetstar at $79.
Qantas and Virgin have been
adjusting their ﬂight schedules
on a rolling basis. While both airlines were advertising frequent
ﬂights between Sydney and Melbourne by July, they will reduce
their schedules in coming days.

But the price of any tickets
bought will be honoured and passengers will be moved to the next
available ﬂight.
Industry expert Peter Harbison from CAPA – Centre for
Aviation said the cheaper fares
were not sustainable in the long
run. ‘‘Initially they’ll have to be
pretty cheap to get people back
in the air,’’ he said.
Mr Harbison said airlines
would be experimenting with
pricing and seeking to assess
how much demand there is.
‘‘You’re essentially restarting
the whole pricing activity from
the ground up – it’s just a whole
new world.’’
The absence from the skies of
Tigerair, Virgin’s budget carrier,
means the cheapest tickets are
not available.
Industry expert Neil Hansford
of Strategic Aviation Solutions
believes that by July ‘‘Australia
will be very much coming alive’’.

fantastic to send her back to class.
‘‘We packed the school bag
yesterday; that was very exciting,’’
Mrs Elias said.
‘‘It’s the ﬁrst step of normality,
and I think that routine. Being away
from home is the most exciting I
think for her, seeing her friends, just
having that time apart.’’
The school has made a few
adjustments to ﬁght the spread of
COVID-19: drop-off and pick-up will
take 45 minutes each, and students
will need to apply hand sanitiser to
enter the adventure playground.
Principal Julie David said the
experience of recent months had
strengthened school bonds, with
gifts going both ways.
‘‘It’s been a real community feel,
like families dropping off chocolates
to say thank you, ﬂowers,’’ Mrs
With Rachel Eddie
David said.

Two staff at
aged care
with virus
THE CURVE
Sumeyya Ilanbey

Two workers at Lynden Aged Care
in Camberwell in Melbourne’s
inner-east have tested positive for
the coronavirus.
The cases bring the number of
coronavirus infections linked to the
facility to three, with a resident diagnosed on May 19 while being treated
at a metropolitan hospital. The centre has been in lockdown since, with
extensive testing carried out.
The Health Department said the
two staff members were not close
contacts of the original case. ‘‘The
source of acquisition for these new
cases remains under investigation,’’
a spokeswoman said in a statement.
Victoria recorded ﬁve new cases
in the 24 hours to yesterday morning, and Chief Health Ofﬁcer Brett
Sutton said community transmission in Victoria could cease within
weeks. Three of the new cases were
returned travellers and two were
community transmissions.
With AAP

