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ALCOHOL AT SCHOOL EVENTS POLICY

Interpreter

Help for non-English speakers

If you need help understanding the information in this policy, please contact Mount Alexander
College on (03) 93761622.

PURPOSE

This policy outlines when the sale, service, and/or consumption of alcohol is permitted or
prohibited on school premises and at school events and the procedures for managing it if

permitted.
DEFINITIONS

e Alcohol: All foods and beverages which contain alcohol.

e School Premises: The site of Mount Alexander College.

e School Events: Events run by the Mount Alexander College school community.

e School Community: Includes, but is not limited to, staff, guardians, parents, carers,
students, Parents and Friends Association and School Councillors of Mount Alexander

College.
SCOPE
This policy aims to:

e ensure that the sale, service, and alcohol consumption on school premises or at school

events is safe, responsible and respectful of all school community members.
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e recognise that school events must consider the school values outlined in the Inclusion
and Diversity Policy. School events strive to be safe, supportive, and inclusive towards
all members of Mount Alexander College’s diverse school community. Therefore, the
number of events that include the sale, service and/or alcohol consumption is to be
minimised to ensure that the whole school community can participate, and feels safe
and welcome to events.

e establish a uniform framework for managing alcohol at events to guide the school
community in planning and hosting events.

e encourage alternative and innovative solutions for fundraising that do not include
alcohol.

e support and reinforce the school's messaging to students about the health impacts of

alcohol consumption.
POLICY

All school events that involve the sale, service, and/or consumption of alcohol are to seek
approval from the School Council. When considering whether to permit events with alcohol, the

School Council should have regard to:

e The Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 (Vic)

e the event in the context of school values

e how the presence of alcohol does or does not align with the school’s values

e the impacts that the presence of alcohol may have on the inclusivity of the event

e the number of events with alcohol that have been or are approved to be held in the
calendar year, with a priority on limiting the number of events with alcohol

e fundraising activities should aim to be non-reliant on the sale of alcohol and alternative
fundraising solutions should be explored to minimise the presence of alcohol in

fundraising events.

Functions on school premises

For school events on school premises where the sale, service, and/or the consumption of
alcohol is approved, students' attendance is prohibited, irrespective of whether the students in

attendance are 18 years of age or above.

All school events on school premises with alcohol require a Liquor Licence. Although it is not
necessary for a Liquor Licence to be purchased before School Council approval, it is a condition

for all approved school events with alcohol.
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https://www.mountalexandercollege.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/MAC-InclusionAndDiversity-Policy-2022.pdf
https://www.mountalexandercollege.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2022/08/MAC-InclusionAndDiversity-Policy-2022.pdf
https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/liquor-control-reform-act-1998/106

e any persons serving alcohol at school events with alcohol require a Responsible Service

of Alcohol Certificate (RSA), as per the requirements of a Liquor Licence

Advertising and communications for school events on school premises with alcohol must

adequately explain that:

e the sale, service and/or consumption of alcohol is involved in the event
e the eventis an 18+ only event
e students cannot attend the event, irrespective of whether they are above 18 years of

age.

Students should not be involved in fundraising events that have an alcoholic beverage as a
prize, is served or can be purchased

Functions off school premises

For school events not held on school premises where the sale, service, and/or consumption of
alcohol is approved, the attendance of students, irrespective of whether the students in

attendance 18 years of age are or above, is only permitted if the student is:

e accompanied and under direct supervision by a parent/carer over the age of 18 or;

e engaged in a hospitality training program, employment or work experience or;

e approved by the Director of Liquor Licencing under section 122 of the Liquor Control
Reform Act 1998 (Vic) or;

e at alocation that has a liquor licence, and the function occurs during regular trading
hours or;

e attending a function as approved by Liquor Control Victoria considering the above

requirements.

For school events not on school premises with alcohol, where payment is required to attend the
event and the ticket price includes the supply of alcohol and/or over-the-counter sale, a
temporary Limited Liquor Licence is required. Liquor Control Victoria will advise on whether a

licence is required and the requirements for applying for a licence.

Advertising and communications for school events off school premises with alcohol must

adequately explain that:

e the sale, service and/or alcohol consumption is involved in the event.
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COMMUNICATION

This policy will be communicated to our school community in the following ways:

available publicly on our school’s website
included in our staff handbook/manual
made available in hard copy from the school administration upon request.

FURTHER INFORMATION AND RESOURCES

Camps and Excursions Policy
Fundraising Policy
Student Wellbeing and Engagement Policy.

RELEVANT LEGISLATION

Education and Training Reform Act 2006 (Vic)

https://www.legislation.vic.gov.au/in-force/acts/education-and-training-reform-
act-2006

Liquor Control Reform Act 1998 (Vic)
https://www.leqgislation.vic.gov.au/inforce/acts/liquor-control-reform-act-1998

POLICY REVIEW AND APPROVAL

Policy last reviewed: September 2024

Consultation: Mount Alexander College Student and Staff

Leadership Team

Approved by: School Council

Next scheduled review date: September 2026

(The mandatory review cycle

for this policy is 2 years)
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