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Dear school community, empowering students

School Council hopes the year is going well for students. Here’s a summary of our May meeting.

28 Respectful communication in our school community

School Council discussed the importance of respectful communication following recent camp concerns. Council
noted that staff attend camps in good faith and work hard to support students and manage changing conditions.
Concerns are best raised through the school’s established processes in a respectful and measured way that keeps
students’ interests at the centre and supports staff wellbeing. Parents and carers are encouraged to refer to the
school’s Parent/Carer Complaints Policy and Camps and Excursions Policy for more information.

Q “Master Chef” kitchen — grant application

School Council and school management are busy working on a Capital Works Fund grant application to improve
our “Master Chef” kitchen classroom. The aim is a more modern, inclusive and practical learning space for Food
Technology, with planning focused on the most important upgrades and a strong, realistic proposal.

2 First Nations engagement — Marrung Champion report
This was the first Marrung Champion report since Marrung (a Woi-wurrung word meaning “we belong”) became a
standing School Council agenda item. Marrung is the Victorian Government’s Aboriginal Education Plan, guiding
schools to improve outcomes, inclusion and cultural safety for Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander students and
families. Council also noted student engagement around National Sorry Day, which recognises the Stolen
Generations, and the deep intergenerational harm caused by past government practices, including in and around
Naarm (Melbourne). The new Bringing Change Together: First Nations Learning Suite will also support staff
learning in culturally safe practice, truth-telling and respect. Thank you to Kate Stevenovic (AP) in her role as one

of the school’s two Marrung Champions for her insightful reflection.

B Mobile devices policy — changes to come
School Council noted proposed Department changes that may officially extend mobile phone use policy to other
personal devices, such as smart watches, headphones and earbuds, from 2027. Families should keep this in mind

when considering device purchases, as expectations around student access and contact during the school day
may tighten. There is no change for 2026, and further information will be shared as advice becomes clearer.
23 Solar PV project — savings to date!

By the end of April, the school’s solar project had delivered more than $11,500 in electricity bill savings compared
with the same time last year.

Finally, we welcomed Claire Topliss as a community member to the School Council.

For more information about School Council, visit the school’s website. The next meeting will be held on the evening

of June 23rd, 2026. Community attendance as guest observers is welcome; please let the school know in advance if
you'd like to attend.

Thank you to families, students and staff for your ongoing support and engagement with School Council.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Hormann — School Council President 2026


https://www.mountalexandercollege.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/11/Parent-Carer-Guardian-Complaints-Policy.pdf
https://www.mountalexandercollege.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/04/Camps-and-Excursions-Policy.pdf
https://www.mountalexandercollege.vic.edu.au/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/7.6.2_MAC-Mobile-Phone-Student-Use-Policy-2025-final.docx.pdf
https://www.mountalexandercollege.vic.edu.au/about-mac/school-council/

